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The Custodian
Volume 1, Issue 4

Winter/Spring 2010

FORT LYTTON HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION
Welcome to the fourth edition of “The Custodian”. In this issue we will continue with our article on the
64 Pounders that were emplaced in Fort Lytton. Our President’s Notes; Vale Bert Lonie and John Allen; an
article on Peter Gore, one of our guides; “A” Battery Activities and other miscellany round out this issue.
FORT LYTTON HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION INCORPORATED DIRECTORY
President: Mr. Maurrie McGuire, OAM
PO Box 293 WYNNUM QLD 4179
Hon Secretary: Mr. Graham Kluver
Or contact us at our email address:
Hon Treasurer: Mr. Peter Gore
flhaguides@gmail.com
Newsletter Editor: Mr. Harry Lynas
Web Site:
http://www.fortlytton.net.au

COMING EVENTS
64 Pounder and 6 Pounder Firings – Subject to weather conditions on the day
21st November (in conjunction with event) and 5th December.
Artillery Day 2010 – 21st Nov 2010 – Program off flyer
Fort Lytton Xmas Party – 11th Dec 2010
INSIDE THIS ISSUE
Introduction and Directory – Page 1
President’s Notes – Page 2
64 Pounder, 64 Hundredweight Rifled Muzzle Loading Gun – Page 3
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Vale Colonel Robert William Lonie, MBE, mid, ED (RL) – Page 6
Vale Lieutenant John Robert Allen – Page 7
Peter Gore – Page 7
“A” Battery Activities – Page 8
Spot the Gun – Page 10
PRESIDENT’S NOTES
Sadly we lost one of the original guides, Bert Lonie, in early April. Amongst the mourners at his
funeral, apart from his family, friends and Fort Lytton Guides, there were several ex-students from Bert’s term
as Senior Instructor at OCTU. Bert retired as an active guide at age 90, saying “I’ll hand over to you younger
fellows to follow on in the standards that I have laid down.”
However Bert’s legacy will still live, and using his own words “our blood, sweat and tears “, in the
various projects carried out by the original guides. Also the main part of the dining hall has been named the
“Lonie/Ludinski “ room.
John Allen, who was also one of the early Guides, passed away in October.
Danny Hunter, our last original Guide, who conducted the first tour of the Fort in 1988, has had to
curtail his attendances due to ill health.
In July Nanette Lynas had quite a few health scares associated with her long years of living with
diabetes which culminated in two stays in hospital. The ongoing medical problems that are still not resolved
have severely curtailed her and Harry’s involvement with Fort Lytton.
In October Peter Gore entered hospital for some tests and ended up having triple bypass surgery, after 8
days in hospital he is now at home recuperating. He is organising Artillery Day from home.
During the year we have supported the Boer War Day on 30th May and History Alive during the
Queen’s Birthday weekend.
Planning for the Artillery Day on 21st November is well advanced.
To date we welcome two new Guides, Bob Emmett and Adrian Scott, who along with Ian are constantly
working on tidying up and enhancing our many displays. They also assist local staff in ground and other
maintenance works, ie. replacing the locks in the Dining Hall, tidying up the Gun Park and so on.
We are still looking for more Volunteers who are prepared to attend at least one Sunday per month.
We have supported an Application by National Parks for a Grant under the National Historic Sites
program to restore the Gun Pits and other crumbling Fort buildings.
We will be lodging a submission to the Gambling Community Benefit Fund for Audio Visual equipment
for use in the Canteen/Museum for training purposes and public viewing.
Many thanks to our Ladies who always assist on our busy weekends, such as History Alive, and other
times during the year.
National Boer War Memorial Association
FLHA supported this Association’s fund-raising day on 30th May 2010, assisting in planning for the
event as well as supplying a CD – “An Illustrated Nominal Roll of Queensland’s Contingents to the Boer War,”
prepared by Harry Lynas and the late George Ludinski. A plan of the Fort precinct was also provided for their
program, while the Guides conducted their regular Fort tours during the day. “A” Battery fired their 6 Pounders
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for the Opening Ceremony “Fire for Joy,” and Queensland Garrison Artillery, firing the 64 Pounder, joined in
during the day.
UBIQUE
Maurrie McGuire, OAM
64 POUNDER, 64 HUNDREDWEIGHT, MUZZLE LOADING GUN, MARK III (1878)
(PART 2)
As mentioned in the previous issue these guns, by 1883, were originally emplaced in the Fort in Gun
Pits 3 and 4, as stated in Colonel Jervois’ report ‘for crossfire on craft that evaded the main guns’. They were
replaced by quick firing guns in 1892/93 when it was realized that they were limited in dealing with fast torpedo
boats, however, they were then moved to “auxiliary positions” outside of the moat on the western side of the
Fort where the intention was to use them for training purposes as well as extra support against attack on the
minefield. From this and previous issues it can be seen that the original four guns emplaced in Fort Lytton were
not up to the tasks that they had been purchased for and that in just over ten years they had been replaced by
guns that were better suited to these tasks.

Original plan of the 64 Pounder positions in the Fort (Gun Pits 3 and 4), with Expense Magazine in between.
By the second decade of the 20th century it is assumed that the ammunition and stores for the 64
Pounders were used up and the 2 guns were dismounted from the auxiliary positions and moved to the seafront
esplanade at Manly where for years they became a climbing apparatus for the local children. However, in the
1970’s the Arms Collectors Guild of Queensland retrieved these guns and after a long refurbishment program
they were on display at the Brisbane Expo in 1988. When the Expo was finished it was decided to move these
guns back to the auxiliary positions at the newly opened Fort Lytton National Park, where they are to this day.
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Plan of the fort in the1880’s showing the two 64 Pounder positions on the left and the two 6 inch 80 Pounder
positions on the right.

64 POUNDER, 64 HUNDREDWEIGHT, MUZZLE LOADING GUN, MARK III (1878)
(PART 3)
By Ian Wheeler
In the 1870’s it was decided to install two 64 Pounder Rifled Muzzle Loading (RML) Guns on Wrought
Iron Garrison Sliding Carriages and Traversing Platforms at Fort Lytton. These guns were produced at the
Royal Gun Factory on a design by William George Armstrong. The information displayed on the trunnions is
RGF No 729 Mark III 1878 and RGF No 719 Mark III 1878.
They were estimated to have been in position by January 1882 but by 1889 they were scheduled to be
replaced by two 6 Pounder Quick Firing Guns. By the turn of the 20th Century they were considered to be
obsolete and placed in storage.
In 1912 the two 64 Pounders plus a 24 Pounder ML Cannon were taken from the Fort to Wynnum at a
cost of £21 plus £15/15/6 for day labour for the preparation of concrete beds. No 729 was placed into Greene
Park beside Wynnum Creek and No 719 went on to the Manly Foreshore near the Manly Baths. The 24
Pounder was placed on the Wynnum Foreshore near the Wynnum Wading Pool.

No 729 in position in Greene Park.

No 719 on Manly Foreshore near Manly Baths.

For years these guns were played on by children and the 64 Pounder at Manly was used by the Bayside
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Sea Scouts as a place to hang the Australian Flag at Scout Meetings. At some time some person tried to cut
through the axle holding the recoil gear, how he was going to remove it defies imagination.
When the Manly Boat Harbour was being redeveloped in the 1970’s it was decided to bury the gun in
the ground instead of removing it. The Arms Collectors Guild of Queensland contacted the Brisbane City
Council with regards to restoring both 64 Pounders and the 24 Pounder. A letter from the Council dated 9th
August1973 gave permission to remove and restore these guns. They were transported to the premises of Mr B.
Temple at Burbank where the restoration was completed by 1988.

Freeing the wheels from rust with fire in
1983.

Bruce Hansen dousing wheels to break
away rust.

It was decided to place the 64 Pounders at the Maritime Museum at South Bank for the duration of
Expo 88. The guns were moved to South Bank by 104 Field Recovery Platoon from Bulimba Workshop. After
Expo the guns were then returned to Fort Lytton and have been there ever since firing regularly at various
events.

Removal by 104 Field Recovery Platoon
from Burbank to South Bank.

Final resting place at South Bank until
removal to Fort Lytton.
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VALE COLONEL ROBERT WILLIAM (BERT) LONIE, MBE, mid, ED, (RL)
Bert was born on 26th April 1916 and first appeared at Fort Lytton during 1934 where he enlisted in 22nd
Heavy Battery, RAA working on the 6” Disappearing Gun. In 1938 when these guns fired for the last time Bert
was by then a sergeant in charge of one of the guns. He then was transferred along with the rest of the battery
to the Moreton Island Gun Positions during his Army Service in the Militia and was later promoted to WO2.
On the outbreak of WW2 Bert stayed in the Brisbane area for a while and was then posted to New
Guinea where he became an officer and was on the Headquarters Staff. During this time he was involved in the
trials of parachuting heavy supplies, including guns, in the Markham Valley area. He also changed corps and
became a member of the Ordnance/Engineer Corp.

Bert and George immortalised in the Museum

Young Officer
At war’s end he continued his military service and was instrumental in the setting up the Officer Cadet
Training Unit at Wacol and eventually retired as the Commanding Officer/Senior Instructor of this unit. In his
civilian life he started up various firms and was involved as a partner in Thomas Brown and Sons, a
manufacturer’s representative and when the firm was sold to one of its UK clients he stayed on as Queensland
manager until he reached retirement age in the early 1980’s.
In 1990 when Fort Lytton was to open as a National Park Bert was one of the first Guides and he
maintained this role until 2008 when ill health prevented him from walking too far. During his time at Fort
Lytton he wrote a book including the Local History of Lytton, a Visitors Guide Manual and information on the
guns in the park. He researched extensively many of our exhibits ie. the 12 inch breech block from HMAS
Australia (WW1), the Lewis gun and many others.
Bert went to the great Gun Park in the sky on 6th April 2010 just 20 days short of his 94th Birthday.
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VALE LIEUTENANT JOHN ROBERT ALLEN
By Frank Davies
John (Jack) Allen was a man it was a privilege to have
known. He was born on 22nd October 1917 and died on 7th
October 2010. His strength of character, reliability, sense of
humour and all-round efficiency made him a jewel in all his
activities. Those who knew him well have treasured memories.
The three governing factors in his life were his wife and
family, his career in education, and his Army service. His charming
John at handover of Disappearing Gun
wife, Ailsa shared his interest in
education and was very active in it also.
John’s teaching in primary schools was well spread over the state and included
Greenslopes, Herberton and Banyo. Later, as a principal, he served at Maroochy
High, Cairns and Hendra High as his final stop, where he spent ten years.
John commenced his Army career in early 1941, marching into Fort Cowan
Cowan on Moreton Island. Promotion came quickly because of his ability and
when the 122nd Heavy Battery was posted to Port Moresby in 1941 to take over
Paga Battery, he had the rank of sergeant. On arrival in Port Moresby and before
disembarkation, a message was received that the Japanese were bombing Pearl
Harbour. He served over two years in New Guinea at a time when the Japanese
were giving the area plenty of attention. He received his commission during this
time. On returning to Australia, John was posted to Sydney Fortress where he
served out the remaining days of the war.
John was one of the early guides at Fort Lytton, during the time of the
construction of the Disappearing Gun, but, sadly his later years were blighted by ill
John in Port Moresby during WW2

health. Three heart operations greatly restricted his activities. He will be greatly
missed by his friends.
PETER GORE

Peter was born in Brisbane on 7th November 1946. After leaving Villanova College, he worked at
various jobs until he joined the Commonwealth Public Service in 1963, initially in the Commonwealth
Department of Works. In 1968 he married Anne, with whom he has 3 children, and joined the Citizen Military
Forces. During his career in the Public Service, Peter worked in Customs and Excise, Australian Narcotics
Bureau, Attorney General’s Dept, and finally Defence, from where he took a redundancy package in 1998.
Over the next 10 years he worked in traffic control and security roles, until his actual “retirement” in 2008.
Peter served with:
13 Bty, 5 Field Regiment (Gona Barracks, Kelvin Grove) Recruit, Gun No and Gun Sgt;
14 Bty, 5/11 Field Regiment (Annerley/Ipswich) Gun Sgt, Ops CP SGT, BG and WO2 BSM;
13 Bty (Kallangur) Founding WO2 BSM;
Retired from the Army Reserve in 1984.
In 1998, one of Peter’s former RSMs, WO1 Frank Pellatt, invited him to see what the Guides were
doing at Fort Lytton. On that day the 64 Pounder was fired just as the Steam Tug “Fearless” rounded the curve
in the Brisbane River, and this gave the impression that the Gun was firing across the Tug’s bow. Peter relates
that it was not the gun’s firing that caught his interest; but rather the surprised looks on the faces of the
passengers on the Tug. Of course he joined the Guides almost immediately.
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In 2000 Peter assumed his current role as Treasurer of the Fort Lytton
Historical Association. He continues to deliver mid-week and weekend tours
as well as managing the financial affairs of the FLHA, including gaining
several Government grants to further the aims of the Association. He
performs a similar role with Royal Australian Artillery Association (Qld).
Peter was a driving force in the establishment of FLHA’s now annual
Artillery Day in November 2007, and has successfully introduced new
members to FLHA. He has recently undertaken a project to develop and
publish the FLHA’s dedicated website.
Away from the Fort, Peter pursues his interest in military history
through web-based research, as well as personally travelling to various
historical sites when time (and Anne) permits.

“A” BATTERY ACTIVITIES
By 2 Div. Sgt. Lee Deighton.
“A” Battery Queensland Permanent Artillery
Victoria Barracks Historical Society
The team took 2 guns to the “Symphony on the Shore” event
at Hamilton to support the Queensland Symphony Orchestra to recreate Tchaikovsky’s 1812 Overture. Even though the guns were
not firing their usual charges the crews went through the actions
while behind in the garden beds the pyrotechnics went off in
succession blowing bits of pine bark in the gunner’s direction. The
crews remained calm under fire and the audience were none the
wiser and remarked on our ability to fire in time with the orchestra.

In December 2009 the Battery was asked to support “Proclamation Day” in celebration of Queensland’s
150th Birthday. The guns were able to fire in the original position where they had been in the 1880’s. The
media coverage was the best we have ever had and was shown on every channel leading in the nightly news.
We fired all 4 guns under order and all of the crews delighted as a light breeze blew the burning ashes back over
us and filled our senses with the aroma of black powder. The crews then anxiously awaited the order to fire for
the Fui De Jois or Fire for Joy.
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The timing was perfect as the guns fired in quick succession; we bathed in the December morning
sunshine covered in burning ash listening to the resounds of the firing bouncing off the cliffs among the cheers
of the crowd. After clearing the guns and standing down the crews could no longer hold back their elation and
were seen whooping and yahooing at the perfect execution of the Fui De Jois, there were many congratulatory
pats on the back.
A work party was called to refurbish the guns in January and 20 volunteers attended to sand and paint
the gun carriages. Three of five guns were completed on the day with a great effort put in by all parties. Over
the next few weeks the remaining guns were completed and we even laid a coat of paint on the Gatling Gun in
the Museum. Our friends the Black Brunswicker’s who have been training with us also got in and lent a
welcome hand.

The Battery attended Government House on Australia Day where Her Excellency the Governor fired a
shot, as did her husband. The public showed great interest in the gun and the crew showed great tenacity while
stewing in the heat of the day to maintain their decorum. The bi-monthly firings began in February and the
public are now getting accustomed to the timings and are all well attended.
During the April Firing Sgt. Deighton stood down for the day to film some instructional footage assisted
by new guide Adrian Scott, the guides supplied the association video camera. The DVD was produced as an aid
for the gunners to refresh their drills and orders before attending firings. Sgt Peter Anderson was presented an
extra efficiency badge for his long service of 19 years to the Battery. The badge was hand made by B.S.M.
David Spethman and took many hours of fine handiwork. Lieutenant Gerry Day presented the award.
On Boer War Memorial Day the battery fired all four guns under order, followed by a Fui De Jois. At
the morning parade guide Bill Borg was added to our ranks, Gunners David and Michael Temple were
promoted to Bombardier. Bombardier Vince Atley was promoted to Corporal and the parade was pleased to see
Major Don Heap return from ill health.

In June we attended History Alive and fired with the 64 Pounder and supported our friends the Black
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Brunswicker’s in their Napoleonic Battles. We also fired a special night shot just for the photographers. During
Sunday a gunner placed a charge accidentally in the muzzle back to front. The gun commander and the B.S.M.
dealt with the cartridge and fired it off. At the end of the day the offending gunner was paraded in front of the
battery holding the 64 Pounders heavy handspike above his head while he received jeers, hissing and other
jocular remarks, the gunner received the jeers in good stead followed by thanks and pats on the back for all
involved.
Coming events for the Battery
Artillery Day 21st November
Fort Lytton
Same format as bi monthly firings
9AM Muster
10AM Parade
Firing with 64 pounder
Final firing for the year
5th December
Format Bi Monthly firing Fort Lytton
SPOT THE GUN – No 1

QUESTIONS
What is the gun in the background?
Where is the gun situated?
What is this gun’s primary role?
Who are the two distinguished gentlemen in the foreground?

