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The Custodian
Volume 1, Issue 6

Summer 2013

FORT LYTTON HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION
Welcome to the sixth edition of “The Custodian”. In this issue we will continue with our articles on the
guns that were emplaced at Fort Lytton with this edition featuring the Quick Firing 6 Pdr Hotchkiss. Our
President’s Report is held over for the next issue due to the articles that are a follow on from the last issue, there
are a quite a few farewells to former guides and short biographies on two of our guides. Health problems have
interfered with the production of “The Custodian” over the last year but hopefully this year will see more issues
produced. I would like to wish all readers a Happy and Prosperous New Year. (Editor)
FORT LYTTON HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION INCORPORATED DIRECTORY
President: Mr. Maurrie McGuire, OAM
PO Box 293 WYNNUM QLD 4178
Hon Secretary: Mr. Adrian Scott
Or contact us at our email address:
Hon Treasurer: Mr. Peter Gore
flhaguides@gmail.com
Newsletter Editor: Mr. Harry Lynas
Web Site: http://www.fortlytton.net.au
COMING EVENTS
Australia Day, 26 January - 64 Pounder and 6 Pounder Cannon firing, in conjunction with a Flag Raising
Ceremony, to be followed by a Sausage Sizzle.
64 Pounder and 6 Pounder Cannon Firings – 3 Feb 2013 and then first Sunday every second month. (Check our
website for other events.)
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18 POUNDER MODEL PRESENTATION

Mr Rex Kirkham presenting the 18 Pdr model to our President, Maurrie McGuire, OAM
Mr. Rex Kirkman, Gunners Signallers Club, kindly donated a model of a horse-drawn 18 Pdr and
Limber to the Association. This along with a copy of the painting by Les Lenton “Returning from Exercise”
will be housed in a suitable display cabinet near the 18 Pdr in the Museum.
UBIQUE
Maurrie McGuire, OAM
VALE – DAN HUNTER, OAM

Dan receiving his OAM from the Governor of Queensland,
Her Excellency, Ms Penelope Wensley, AC in 2009.
Dan Hunter held the position of Chairman at the 9th Division Association meetings at the
Geebung/Zillmere RSL for many years, and worked tirelessly for our Association. He was kind, friendly,
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generous and an all round “good bloke”. We will miss his good humour and enthusiasm as we try to keep the
9th Div Association afloat, and to keep the Reunion going on the 20th October (or thereabouts) each year.
I am including a tribute to Dan from probably one of his oldest school friends, Jim Brock. It was
always interesting to listen to the banter and the jokes between these two old friends at the meetings at
Coorparoo RSL and then the Geebung/Zillmere RSL before ill health reared its ugly head and broke up our
committee. This is Jim’s tribute:
“I first met Dan at St James Christian Brothers in Fortitude Valley. The next time was in Tenterfield at
the Artillery Training Regiment in 1942. Then early in 1943 we moved to Greta which became the major camp
for all Artillery training units. It was during 1943 that most of the trainees turned 19 and with the consent of
parents, were able to join the AIF, and in doing so, volunteered for overseas service.
Things started to move quickly after this and we were on our way to Canungra to the Jungle Training
School. This training had a duration of 6 weeks, physical the whole time, and it was spent climbing over ranges
in the area and training under live firing.
After finishing Canungra, movement was very swift. The next camp was Chermside and from there a
short march to Zillmere railway Station. After 3 days travel we arrived at Oonoonba, Townsville. After a few
days we boarded the transport ship “Katoomba” and arrived at Buna, New Guinea, in December 1943. A few
days later we were allocated to 2/12th Field Regiment, 9th Division. After service there in 1944 the 9th Division
returned to Australia and after leave we assembled in Ravenshoe, North Queensland.
Twelve months later we embarked on the Liberty Ship “Frederick Lykros” for Morotai. After training
on the 6 inch mortars we boarded the “Westralia” for the landing on Labuan. Then we moved to land at
Weston in Borneo and finally moved up to Brayfort, returning to 25 pdrs.
It was the dropping of the atom bomb that ended the war. The 2/12th was closed and personnel
transferred to other units.
In the middle of 1989 the 2/12th Field Regiment Association started in Queensland with Allen Bullen
President, Dan Hunter Secretary and Jim Brock Treasurer. For years we had regular monthly meetings and a
grand reunion at the end of each year. After Allen Bullen’s death Dan took over as President and Secretary. He
did a wonderful job, but the declining numbers meant that the Queensland section of 2/12th Association was
doomed, with only John Marsh, Dan Hunter and Jim Brock to carry on. The Association finished in 2011.
All I can say now is “Goodbye mate, it was a pleasure for us all to be led by you.”
Jim Brock.
VALE – GERRY DAY
Gerry Day was an actor, musician and entertainer. Born in 1936, he grew up in Russell, in the Bay of
Islands, New Zealand. His family name was Elboz, his father being of Spanish decent. His mother was a
Maori. As a young man Gerry did his National Service before forming a band and heading off to Europe. He
then worked in the UK for many years as a performer. He acted in many films, TV shows and adverts; he
performed on radio and on the stage, including musicals; and he continued to entertain, in London clubs. He
returned to New Zealand for a short period before visiting America and settling there for several years. Gerry
went back to New Zealand again, before finally crossing the Tasman to make Australia his home.
He became a manager of several successful clubs and restaurants, in Melbourne and on the Gold Coast,
whilst still appearing regularly in films and television. Personal tragedy struck when his wife developed cancer.
For eight years, until her death, Gerry struggled to provide the best care for Megan, taking on as much work as
was offered in order to pay the bills. It was in this period that he began working on St Helena Island National
Park. Gerry was the first professional actor to train as a tour guide and conduct tours in-role. It wasn’t long
before Gerry saw the potential of “dramatised tours” as another source of income. The development of this
vision brought Gerry to Fort Lytton National Park; and so began a relationship with the Fort Lytton Historical
Association that was to become the main stay of his declining years. Gerry died on the 4th December 2011.
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His beloved daughter, Toyah, chose his honorary colonial uniform as his final costume, knowing how
proud Gerry was to have been a member of the FLHA.
Daley Donnelly (Ranger)
Heritage Parks Unit, Moreton Bay Region

Gerry, on the right, in one of his re-enactment roles.
VALE - RAY COOK, OAM
The following paragraphs are an extract from the Eulogy that Ray’s family prepared:“Ray Cook was born in Brisbane on 21 March 1924, he attended Junction Park State School and then started work
at Littledykes to become a French Polisher. In 1942, after the bombing of Darwin, he joined the Army. He was recruited
in Adelaide Street and walked up to St Lawrence College to be sworn in with about 50 others. They were given 2 dog
biscuits and a cup of tea for lunch and then walked down to Vulture Street Station and boarded the train to Wynnum
North. From there they walked out to Fort Lytton where he underwent 3 months training for the Heavy Coastal Artillery
and celebrated his 18th birthday.
At Tabragalba, near Beaudesert, he trained on 155 mm Long Toms, 3.7 inch and 40 mm Bofors (both AntiAircraft guns). He was then transferred to the northern end of Bribie Island, where there was a Battery of 6 inch guns that
monitored shipping into and out of Brisbane. From here he was then sent by troop train from the Brisbane Exhibition
Grounds to Townsville, where he boarded a troop ship headed for the Torres Strait and was drafted to a 4.7 inch Battery at
Millman Hill. In early 1944 he was transferred to the 2nd Australian Water Transport and spent time supplying troops
stationed on the Gulf side of Cape York. The unit was then split up, renamed the 4th Australian Marine Food Supply
Platoon and sent to New Guinea, they ran into a cyclone in the Coral Sea that belted them around for 2 days and then were
chased out of Milne Bay by an air raid. They used small boats to drop supplies all along the coast and when peace was
declared they had to collect Japanese prisoners and transport them to Rabaul. During this time Ray ended up in Rabaul
Military Hospital with Dysentery, Typhus, Malaria and Hookworm and underwent a Tonsillectomy for good measure. He
was 21 when he came out of Hospital.
Back in civvie life Ray married the love of his life, Eileen Warbrook on 22nd June 1946 and went to Surfers
Paradise for their honeymoon. They built a house at Moorooka and between 1947 and 1956 they had 4 girls and a boy.
Ray started his own business as a French Polisher and Spray Painter and helped out many of his mates with their motor
bikes at the Speedway and Ekka tracks. When his Father died, Ray and family moved back to his childhood home at Real
Street, Annerley and cared for his Mother. He commenced work at Queensland Newspapers and did an apprenticeship as
a Rotary Letterpress Machinist and worked permanent night shift. Having a steady job with 5 weeks leave Ray outfitted a
Kombi Van and the whole family spent many hours on the road touring Australia during this time. In 1984, after 26 years
at Queensland Newspapers he retired and spent the next few years travelling around Australia and abroad including New
Guinea.
But, in 1988 Ray’s interest to restore the guns at Fort Lytton was sparked and under his leadership the Fort Lytton
Guides were formed and he became the inaugural President. Ray, Dick Phillips and other guides made a commitment to
turn Fort Lytton into a tourist attraction by restoring many of the original guns, including the Armstrong Disappearing
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Gun, and setting up a Military memorabilia museum. In the initial stages both serving and ex-serving Army personnel,
including Harry Lynas, contributed immensely to this project. They were assisted by National Park staff in general and
Bryan Davidson in particular. The actual work took place from 1992 to 2001 at a cost of approximately $40, 000,
including many contributions of both material and labour from local businesses. At the same time, Eileen, along with
many of the other wives, ran the Fort Lytton Canteen to provide refreshments for the tourists after their tours of the Fort.
This helped to raise much needed funds for ongoing restoration work. Ray was a founding member of the Fort Lytton
Historical Association, a member since 1958 of the Stephens Sub-Branch RSL, life member of the Royal Artillery
Association (Queensland) and in 1992, he received an Order of Australia Medal (OAM) for his services to local history.
Ray was an independent man and continued to live at Real Street after Eileen’s death in 2003. He was fortunate
to have the support and love of good friends and neighbours, who kept a close eye on him. After two falls at home in
early September, Ray moved to Gympie, to be cared for by his daughter, Barbara. Unfortunately, this turned out to be
only a short time. Ray succumbed to pneumonia and passed away peacefully in Gympie Private Hospital on 3 rd October
2012. Ray is survived by his sister Rita, 5 children, 11 grandchildren and 4 great grandchildren who will miss him
dearly.”

Ray Cook (on left) with Bryan Davidson and Dick Phillips,
in background is the completed Twin 6 Pounder, the last gun that they worked on.
The Guides and other people who came into contact with Ray through the years will also miss his sense of
humour and, when he was fit and able, his willingness to pass on the knowledge and experience that he had
acquired over the years. The Guns and Displays at Fort Lytton will long be a testament to his work. (Editor)

The Disappearing 6 Inch Gun
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RETURNED SERVICES LEAGUE
SOUTH EAST DISTRICT GRANT
As stated in last issue we received a grant of $5000 from the RSL SED. They say a picture is worth a
thousand words so this illustrates what some of the grant was spent on:

Manufacture and fit elevating arc, driveshaft and hand wheel to the second 64 Pdr Cannon.

Manufacture and fit Bearing Arc to
Disappearing Gun in No 1 Casemate.

Manufacture Ammunition Trolley for Twin 6 Pdr Gun

Manufacture Replica Mines to complement the work being carried out in the Mine Control Tunnel.
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QUICK FIRING, 6 PDR, 8 CWT, HOTCHKISS - BREECH LOADING
Orders were placed for 2 of these guns to replace the 64 Pounders in Nos 3 and 4 emplacements in
January 1890. The fact that the 64 Pounders had to be replaced was the new design of fast torpedo boats and
that a quick firing gun was needed to engage this type of boat instead of the slow muzzle loaders.
The mountings arrived in August 1892 and the barrels soon after and by late 1892/early1893 they had
been mounted and the 64 Pounders had been moved to their Auxiliary positions outside the Fort where they
remain to this day.
We do not have much information about these two guns which were removed in the early years of the
twentieth century, however one of these guns was acquired by the Royal Queensland Yacht Squadron at Manly
and is situated in their grounds.

Manufacturer/Designer: British, Hotchkiss.
Date of Introduction: 1891.
Ordnance:
Weight: 8 Cwt.
Length:
Calibre: 2.244 in.
Breech: Vertical Sliding Breech
Firing Mech: Percussion.
Range (Max.): 7,600 yd.
Muzzle Velocity: 1818 f/s.
Ammunition:
Type: Fixed.
Nature: Common.
Fuses: Percussion, Time.
Weight of shot: 6 lb.
Weight of Charge: 7 ¾ lb.

Carriage:
Type: Garrison, cone-Recoil.
Recoil: Hydraulic
Elevation: 20 degrees.
Depression: 20 degrees.
Traverse: 360 degrees.
Rate of fire: 35 rounds per minute.
Crew: 2
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Replica Hotchkiss in No 3 Emplacement.
Soon after Easter 1966 work began on a replica 6 Pounder QF Hotchkiss in No. 3 Pit. We were given
permission to photograph one of these guns, which is on display at the Royal Queensland Yacht Squadron,
Manly. The patterns were made by Ray Cook and Dick Phillips and once again with the tremendous assistance
of Bryan Davidson, a consummate welder from National Parks, the gun was completed by Christmas of the
same year. There were no original parts used in the construction of this gun. The studs protruding from the
emplacement floor enabled accurate dimensions of the mounting to be determined and nuts were manufactured
to fit these studs.
THE RESTORATION OF THE SUBMARINE MINE CELL AND OBSERVATION TUNNEL
AT FORT LYTTON – 2010 TO 2012
By D.W. Spethman
Work commenced on the reconstruction of the apparatus for working the mines in the Brisbane River in
November 2010, continued through 2011, and the early months of 2012. I have carried out the work in a
Modular fashion and 11 modules have now been completed. Module 1 involved the construction (at home) of
the Apparatus Fuze Indicating (to be placed on the back wall of the Test Cell) and with the initial fitting of 14
Mine Circuits was finalized in January 2011.

Apparatus Fuze Indicating and wiring completed (Module 1plus)
Module 2 was the construction of a Le Clanche’ Battery Box, which was then fitted to the Apparatus
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Fuse Indicating, and was completed by February 2011. Module 3, involved the fitting of a Display Board,
where photographs, drawings and pieces of cable and searchlight carbon rods were displayed, as well as some
orientation notes. This work was carried out in March 2011. At the same time four dummy Le Clanche’ 1.45
volt batteries were constructed at home and displayed on completion.
Module 4; which was one of the biggest modules; involved the construction of the Firing Arc and
Telescope at the end of the Mine Tunnel in the Observation Cell. From the addition of this piece of equipment
in around May-June 2011 things began to take shape. The windows and doors were then fitted to the Test Cell
and Module 5 then commenced. This included the fitting of the remaining 35 circuits to the main Apparatus
Fuse Indicating panel and completion of other wiring by July 2011.
Module 6 was then undertaken; this was the construction and fitting of a McEvoy Shutter Apparatus in
the Mine Tunnel and along with Module 7 – the wiring to the Intersecting Firing Arc all completed in October
2011. Module 8 involved the construction of an Elliot Brothers – Galvanometer and Test Equipment and this
was finished and fitted by November 2011.

Le Clanche Battery Box and 2 Batteries
(on floor under bench)(Module 2)

Firing Arc and Telescope in Observation Cell
(Module 4)

Display Board (Module 3) and Display Case (Module 9)
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McEvoy Shutter Apparatus(Module 6)

Elliot Brothers – Galvanometer and Test
Equipment (Module 8)

A Display Case was then was placed in the Test Cell and various equipment and models including the
“Miner”, a purpose built vessel for the laying of mines in the river, and a World War Two era Multi-meter and
Galvanometer, were displayed by February 2012. Module 10 then commenced in March and included a wall
panel and shelf for test equipment next to the doorway to the tunnel. Finally Module 11 was completed and
mounted on 25th March 2011. This is a replica Roll Board of the ‘Brisbane Engineers’, and shows the names of
one corporal and six sappers of the Imperial ‘Royal Engineers, Submarine Miners’, who were seconded to the
Queensland Government and served at Fort Lytton and were attached to ‘A’ Battery, Queensland Permanent
Artillery for Administrative purposes. They arrived in Brisbane in May 1886.

Roll Board (Module 11)
All the equipment that has been recreated has been constructed from drawings which appear in the
training manual ‘Submarine Mines and Torpedoes 1889’ as closely as possible to the original items. If we
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examine Sir William Jervois Report for torpedo stores held in 1887, the list includes 10 tons of Gun Cotton
(damp); 40 miles of Hooper’s core wire; 1 x Gramme (Search) Light; 20 x Electro-contact Mines Silverton
Pattern; 1000 x Platinum Fuses; 5 x Shutter Apparatus; 100 x Disconnectors; 2 x Arcs Observing and Firing; 2
Walker’s Signalling Apparatus; and 1 x Gun Cotton Drying Apparatus. A brief history of Submarine Mining at
Fort Lytton may follow in a later edition of the “Custodian”.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the following members of the Association for their
assistance during the course of this project – Lee Deighton, Ian Wheeler and Joe Curcuruto. Also a thank you
to the Fort Lytton Guides generally as most of this work had to be carried out on Sundays as tours were in
progress.
Thanks to you all.
Dave Spethman
“A” BATTERY, QUEENSLAND PERMANENT ARTILLERY, VBHS ACTIVITIES
By 2 Div Sgt Lee Deighton
EMU GULLY LAND AND AIR SPECTACULAR 2012
“A” Battery Q.P.A. crews departed around 5am Saturday the 19th of May for Emu Gully, Helidon after
loading Friday night. The guns and stores were quickly unloaded and displays established. After parade and
briefing we took part in the flag raising ceremony with 12 men on parade with 5 Battery members presenting
arms with Martini Henri Rifles, crews marched to the guns and established their equipment for firing 4 charges
under instruction, the crowds quickly grew behind us, with support from Barry Rogers on the P.A. system
giving a comprehensive history and drills undertaken.
Short a crewman, one gun had two men, the others with a compliment of three men per gun; crews fired
the first charges without fault and cleared the guns. The B.S.M. ordered the No.1s to command their guns for
the gun race. Under intense scrutiny the B.S.M observed that all safety protocols were adhered to including
fully elevating and depressing of the barrels. During the race Barry Rogers of Emu Gully urged the crowd to
barrack for each gun. A defining victory was awarded to the two man crew on Marc, who repaid the crowd
support with a victory dance. Crews then mingled with the crowd and answered questions.
The crews manned the displays and were able to take time to swap over and watch many of the events;
the shelter provided by the society’s pergola was well received. That evening we were invited to the Emu Gully
Mess Dinner in full uniform and with many facets of colour and uniform from other re-enactors it certainly
added a unique atmosphere to the event. A serve of bangers, mash, gravy and vegetables followed by apple
strudel and ice cream, which were quickly polished off by all and time was taken to chat with others attending
across the tables.
We retired to our accommodation, graciously supplied by the Emu Gully organisers, from duffel bags
came great coats, scarves and winter apparel to attend the night performance by the Andrew Sisters Tribute
Band and Paul Jones’ own Heritage Services Band. The society’s Vice President joined the band in song,
cheered on by his fellow Battery members, a few unnamed folk were given “walk it off duties” when overcome
by the heat of the night by an unknown NCO. Walk off duties completed the barracks filled with a chorus of
snores till the sun rose.
Sunday was greeted with Bright eyed troops for roll call and the flag raising ceremony again marching
to the guns. The firing programme, a Fue De Joie (Fire for Joy), and a gun race. One of the gun Sergeants was
given a microphone and the crowd was given a short history of the guns and their capabilities. Crews then fired
a faultless Fue De Joie and readied for the gun race. The crowd were barracking for the crews and it was hard to
hear the B.S.M. start the proceedings, each No.1 took charge and the crews set to work, the final result declared
No.3 Gun Marc again the victors, followed by a another celebratory dance which was also well admired by the
crowds still cheering and lining the fences to speak to the crews and ask questions.
By Midday the crews prepared for travel packing the equipment and displays. We were assisted by Jeff
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Gordon with his Jeep from the Military Vehicle Club, towing the guns from the airfield to be loaded on the
truck, with loading completed many crew headed back to unload at Fort Lytton. On the return journey the truck
had a hydraulic ram failure which resulted in a delay on getting the guns off the truck, however all efforts were
taken by Budget to rectify the problem and they were most helpful and understanding in their efforts to get
everything rolling again.
Thanks must be extended to Barry Rogers and the team from Emu Gully for the accommodation, food
and entertainment including all of the support and friendship offered to all who attended. Thanks also Andrew
and staff from Emergency Management Response for looking after all our security and movement control over
the weekend. Thanks must be extended to Michael and Dorothy Carrol for truck driving, minders and
communications, Scott Lynch our armourer for supplying such 1st. grade charges, B.C. Maj. Don Heap for all
the supportive messages to the crews and leadership. B.S.M. David Spethman for his guidance and leadership
shared and most professional demeanour in which the Battery portrays. Budget rentals are proud sponsors and
some photos have been taken to give to Budget for Display on their office wall. Also assistance rendered from
the Fort Lytton Historical Association Guides who are always willing to lend a hand and of course the greatest
thanks go to the crews who give their time and dedication to the battery. Please accept my apologies if I have
missed anyone.
I wish to name each and every member who attended the weekend as my way of letting them know how
grateful and proud we are for their efforts and how proud the society members must be of their dedication and
outstanding professionalism.
By order of Rank: B.S.M. David Spethman, B.S.M. Bob Chapburn, 1st. Div. Sgt. Peter Anderson,
2nd. Div. Sgt. Lee Deighton, Corporal Ray Johnson, Corporal Michael Temple, Bdr. David Temple,
Bdr. Rob Chapburn, Drv. Michael Carrol, Asst. Driver Dorothy Carrol, Gnr. John Van Hameran,
Gnr. William Carrol, Gnr. Edward Carrol, Gnr. Joe Curcuruto, Gnr. Hugh Collins,
Bty. Photographer Richard Marshall. (sorry Richard not really lowest rank)
HISTORY ALIVE 2012
On Saturday morning with a brisk breeze and glorious sunshine the crews assembled for morning
parade, roll call, inspection and the artillery prayer, a parade well attended with 18 members present. The public
view the parade with interest and applauded as Bombardier McKay received his 2nd service stripe. We also
welcomed a new member to the battery Wayne Lawson who was a past member of the Moreton Regiment.
The 64 pounders fired at 11am 2pm and 4 pm “A” Battery firing at 12pm 3pm and 4pm. In between
firing the members watched over the display and chatted with the public and also mounted guard on the fort
gates with our associates from the Queensland Scottish Volunteer Corps who also inhabit the fort over the
weekend. The 3pm firing was the battery gun race which is a real crowd pleaser, where the public get to cheer
on the gun crews, an eager eye is held over the by the B.S.M. with clear warning of disqualification for any
shortcuts. The victorious crew were led by Corporal Johnson. Many of the crews managed to find time to watch
the other events which ranged from Roman times to the Vietnam era. The final firing for the public came at 4
pm with a firepower display starting with the six pounder, 12 pounder and the 64 pounder closing the day’s
official activities.
After dusk the many photographers assembled for what has now become a tradition, the night firing, the
crew decided to fire Brutus the 12 pounder for the first time at night, alongside the 64 pounder. The
photographers spent many hours discussing the right settings to capture the unique event; however after much
planning, many came away disappointed only to vow to return next year. Many re-enactors spent the evening
catching up with each other and having a quiet tipple in each camp before hitting the hay, I am pleased to say
there was no walking off duty applied to any battery member on this occasion.
Sunday morning dawned dark, cold and wet underfoot but undeterred the crews gathered for parade
where a gunner appeared with a blonde wig under his helmet who thought we might miss the long hair on
parade inspection, with the wit taken onboard in the manner in which it was delivered the wig was removed
before the public arrived. For the first firing the battery was flanked by the Fort Lytton Guides and other reenactors in memory of two Fort Lytton Guides who had recently passed away, Bob Emmet and Danny Hunter,
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hence the battery fired a salute in the form of a Fue De Jois in their honour.
Fellow Q.C.A. members joined in to even up the numbers for the 3pm gun race which saw the Marc
team again take a victory, giving the crew 3 out of four wins in the gun races. P & O cruises “Pacific Sun” had
attempted to reach us in time for the gun race but appeared just after firing, all on the shore could hear the
announcement being made as the passengers aboard rushed to the starboard side and with precision and perfect
timing the crew on Corporal Johnson’s gun managed to fire a charge just as the ship’s bow reached our position.
Gunner Hugh Collins had a slight mishap when clearing the last rope barrier landing quietly in a muddy patch
and with Hugh’s usual pleasant demeanour he was the first to laugh at his own misfortune and emerged
unscathed but somewhat muddied. The final firing for the weekend was supported by a number of English,
French and Confederate muskets firing with one 6 pounder and one charge from the 12 pounder and the final
shot fittingly from the 64 pounder. With equipment stored the crews left wearily from the site among bogged
and dirty vehicles.

On Monday morning members returned the guns to the hard stand, washed out, jacked the carriages off
the ground, washed the firing tubes and sponges in preparation for the next firing in August. We then turned our
attention to the accommodation where the amenities were cleaned thoroughly before handing back the keys to
the rangers. The casemate was then stripped down from the displays, accoutrements, antiques and bunks. Once
again the Society was very well represented and our lads put on an excellent display, this of course would not
be possible without the assistance from our families, spouses and friends, fellow re-enactors, Fort Lytton
Guides, National Park Rangers and Emergency Management Services Group and the Queensland Living
History Federation who are always willing to jump in and lend a hand, a special mention must be made of
Katrina and Madeleine Curcuruto who attended the weekend in period costume as Victorian ladies. Thanks to
all.
2 Div. Sgt. Lee Deighton
“A” Battery Queensland Permanent Artillery
Victoria Barracks Historical Society
“We couldn’t change the weather so we changed our attitude”.
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Photos supplied by David De Groot Photography & Neda Lundie
DAVID SPETHMAN
David William Spethman was born in Brisbane on 24th November 1949. His interest in ships
continues his family involvement with the sea, which can be traced back to the 1870’s.
David’s interest in the colonial defence forces dates from 1963, when he joined the Australian Sea Cadet
Corps unit T.S. “Paluma” which was named after a Queensland Colonial gunboat. Then in 1980 he joined the
Army’s Water Transport in 1980, serving part time for nineteen years. From 1996 until the present he is a Chief
Petty Officer Instructor, serving in the Australian Navy Cadets as coxswain of his former unit T.S. “Paluma”.
David also has various maritime qualifications with Queensland Transport and Yachting Australia.
After joining the Cadets in 1963 later that year his interest increased with a lift-out in the “Sunday Mail”
entitled “The Russians are Coming”. This article dealt with the effect that the Russian war scare of 1885 had
on Queensland. From there he had to know more, unfortunately in those days there was very little published
information on Australian Colonial Forces. Initially he was interested in the colonial warships but this
increased to include all aspects of the Colonial Military Forces including the Fortifications at the various ports,
which were in effect anti-ship defences which were supported by the colonial Warships, defensive torpedoes
(mines) and the field force on land. He has produced various books, including “The Garrison Guns of Australia
1788 – 1962”, as a result of this research.
He also serves as a guide at Fort Lytton National Park in his spare time.

Dave in full Queensland Permanent Artillery uniform,
and Lee in full Queensland Permanent Artillery uniform (on right).
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LEE DEIGHTON
Lee Deighton was born in Ipswich in 1966. In 1976 the family moved to Maryborough. Here Lee
developed an interest in aircraft and became a member of the Aero Club, Gliding Club and the Air Training
Corps where he attained rank of Leading Air Craftsman.
In 1985 he moved to Brisbane and worked as a salesman, selling firearms. He is also a qualified
divemaster and worked as a sales representative for footwear, fishing and scuba equipment. He married in 1992
and has a daughter born with cerebral palsy. In 1999 a hereditary back condition forced him to accept a
disability pension. He volunteers at Fort Lytton as a Guide and with the Victoria Barracks Historical Society
“A” Battery as divisional Sergeant. He has assisted David Spethman to produce a number of publications and
other research projects for the Fort Lytton Historical Association.

SPOT THE GUN – No 3
This should be easier than the previous two – it is closer to home than the others.

What is this gun?
Where is the gun situated?
What is the gun’s history?
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SPOT THE GUN – No 2
There were no answers to Spot the Gun No2, therefore I presumed it must have been far too hard.

QUESTIONS
What is this gun? A Russian made 25 Pounder Iron Gun firing a 6 inch Round Shot. Cast in 1824.
Where is the gun situated? Albert Park, Middlesbrough, Yorkshire, England.
What is the gun’s history? This is one of a few hundred guns captured during the Crimean War and offered by
the British Government to “such cities and towns as have a proper public place to put them”. It was brought to
the town of Middlesbrough in the summer of 1857 on board the Advance, which was the first locally built iron
ship. (Middlesbrough is the town in which the iron girders for the Sydney Harbour Bridge were produced.)
(I photographed the gun in the Northern summer of 2009 whilst on holiday. Editor)

