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Volume 1, Issue 9 Spring 2015 

FORT LYTTON HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION 

Welcome to the ninth edition of “The Custodian”. In this issue we will continue with our 
articles on the guns that were emplaced at Fort Lytton with this edition featuring the Twin 6 Pounder Coastal 
Gun which is located outside the Fort, just in front of Gunpit No 2.  The continuation of the article on the 24 
Pounder delves into an unfortunate event that occurred in 1879. Our President’s Report is full of interesting 
facts and a brief summary of the last 4 months.  Our website has been updated massively since the last issue and 
you can now access all previous issues of The Custodian, also you can read articles on some recent research.  A 
new FaceBook Page, administrated by Greg Jones, has also been setup primarily to keep the general public 
advised on coming events. 
 

Harry Lynas (Editor) 
 

FORT LYTTON HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION INCORPORATED DIRECTORY 

President: Mr. Maurrie McGuire, OAM PO Box 293  WYNNUM QLD 4178  
Hon Secretary: Mr. Harry Lynas   Or contact us at our email addresses: 
Hon Treasurer: Mr. Peter Gore flhaguides@gmail.com 
Newsletter Editor: Mr. Harry Lynas   
fortlytton2@gmail.com    Web Site: http://www.fortlytton.net.au 

COMING EVENTS 
 
64 Pounder and 6 Pounder Cannon Firings – 6th December (2016 firings TBA) 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

 Vale Don Morrison – Don was born on 6th February 1922 and lived with his parents in Duke Street, 
Annerley.  He left school at the age of 14 and started work at Queensland Can Coy in West End until he joined 
the Army on 20th May 1942.  While training in North Queensland he met up with his father (who had served in 
WW1) who was surveying the airfield in Townsville.  He then served as a Gunner in New Guinea and was 
discharged in 1946.  After his war service he joined the 2nd/12th Association and for some years marched with 
them on ANZAC Day.  He was one of the first reinforcements to join, the original members of, the Fort Lytton 
Guides in the early 1990’s and maintained this attendance well into the 21st century.   
Photos of Donny  
 
 2015 AGM – We held the AGM on 27th September and I retained my position as President and Peter 
Gore was re-elected Treasurer.  The other positions were elected as follows:- Secretary  - Harry Lynas, Vice 
President and Curator – Ian Wheeler, Assistant Secretary - Adrian Scott, Assistant Treasurer - Graham Kluver, 
Committee Member – Graham McLeod and Committee Member and Website Master – Mike MacLean.  I 
would like to thank all office holders for their efforts in the preceding year and welcome in the new incumbents. 
 New members – it gives me great pleasure to welcome a few new members this quarter.  Greg Jones 
from Taps and Drums is going to be our FaceBook Page administrator; Donna Jones, his daughter, has also 
joined with an interest in children’s activities and Greg Jones (no relation) is joining with a plan of being a 
Guide in the not too distant future.  

 
 

 
 
 
  
        
 

 
  

Ubique 
Maurrie McGuire, OAM 

 
VISIT BY 105th BATTERY, 1st REGIMENT RAA 

By Ian Wheeler, FLHA 
 

  It was an exciting day Friday the 24th of July when the 105th Battery (Tiger Battery) of 1st Regiment, 
Royal Australian Artillery made a visit to the Fort to conduct a photo shoot of the battery personnel. 
  Events started when two Mack Trucks towing two of the Unit’s M777 155mm Ultralightweight Field 
Howitzers arrived with approximately 80 gunners and their officers.  The plan was to have the guns inside the 
Fort in the elevated position with the battery seated between them.  The first gun was towed in by the Mack 
truck with just a fly speck between it and the gates.  This must be one of the largest vehicles to ever have 
entered the Fort’s interior.  It was then decided to manhandle the second gun into the Fort.  I was really 
impressed when the Gunners, working as a team, manhandled the gun with ease, across the causeway and then 
to its position for the photograph.  The seating was then put into position using the same method . 
  Then I had the privilege of taking the photographs (I hope that they turned out OK after all that effort).  
Afterwards the guns and vehicles were removed from the Fort and the Battery members had a barbeque lunch 
on the river bank, then they packed up and returned to their lines in Gallipoli Barracks, Enoggera. 
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B&W photo goes here 

 

TWIN 6 POUNDER COASTAL GUN 

In England during the 1920s a specification was issued for a harbour defence gun with a high rate of fire 
as defence against fast-travelling torpedo boats. After investigations it was decided to adopt a twin gun 
mounting capable of a high rate of fire and the first prototypes were under test by 1928. Series production began 
in 1934 and the guns remained in service until 1956.   

  To achieve the required high rate of fire (at least 30 rounds/minute) the guns were provided with a 
revised firing system. The two aimers carried out their aiming duties continuously and did not actually fire the 
guns. That function was carried out by the loader who actuated a firing lever as soon as each round was fully 
loaded into the semi-automatic, vertically sliding breech mechanisms. With a trained crew fire rates could be as 
high as 40 rounds/minute from each barrel – some crews could manage better.   

  The two 6-pounder barrels were placed side-by-side on a fixed pedestal in a concrete emplacement that 
usually restricted the traversing arc, which could be up to a full 360° when unhindered. The guns were protected 
by a wide armoured box housing open to the rear to enhance ventilation during prolonged firing sequences.   

 At Fort Lytton the gun was emplaced outside the Fort, but inside the moat, near to the No2 Gun Pit.  
One of the original Guides, John McKenna, as a young officer was in charge of the squad that had to manhandle 
all the parts, over the wooden bridge, around the earthworks and then help in the construction.  No 2 Gun Pit 
was utilised as the “stand easy” area for the gun crew.  A passageway was dug through the embankment to the 
right front of the Gun Pit and was then concreted; the floor was levelled off with more concrete and a tarpaulin 
was erected over the pit to provide shelter. 

  As a measure of the firepower of the Twin 6 Pounder a battery of them at the mouth of Valetta harbour 
sank five Italian torpedo boats and human torpedo attack vessels in less than two minutes on the night of 25/26th 
July 1941 out of an attacking force of 19 of these boats. 

Characteristics: 

Calibre: 2.25 Inch (57 mm)    Elevation: -10 to +7.5° 
Projectile Weight: 6 lbs (2.85 kg)   Traverse: up to 360° 
Weight of Gun: 9.5 Cwt (481 kg)   Maximum Range: 5, 150 yds (4.71 km) 
Muzzle Velocity: 719 m/s 
 
 The Twin 6 Pounder on display at Fort Lytton is a reconstruction that was carried out using original 
specifications and plans.  This work was mainly carried out by Ray Cook, Dick Phillips and Brian Davidson 
with a little help from Maurrie McGuire and Harry Lynas.  A later addition was an ammunition trolley 
constructed by Russell Miller and co. 
A few photos to be inserted here. 
 

24 POUNDER CARRON CANON 
PART TWO 

 
 (In the second part we will discover what unfortunate incident occurred whilst firing the 24 Pounder 
now located at Fort Lytton.  I have borrowed extensively from a paper produced by Lee Deighton(FLHA and  
A Bty), and also newspapers of the time.) 
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 24 Pounder Carron Cannon, Registered No. 57972, became an infamous part of Queensland’s colonial 
past on 15th January 1879.  The cannon was one of a three Gun Battery that was formed to fire the Artillery 
Salute for the Opening of the 8th Queensland Parliamentary Session on that day.  The battery was formed up in 
the original Queen’s Park, Brisbane.  This park extended from Parliament House down Alice Street to Edward 
Street and is now part of the Botanical Gardens.  The battery was just inside the gate at the corner of Alice and 
Edward Street – a stand of pines running along the river’s edge now marks that spot.  These cannons were 
mainly used for ceremonial purposes and therefore seldom fired.  It was important that the guns be checked 
before firing to ensure the bores were clean, the vent clear and the gun and carriage intact.  This was because 
they were accessible by the general public and small children when not in use.  This 24 Pounder is on display at 
Fort Lytton, between the two Museums in the Fort area. 
 
Big Photo here 
 
The Brisbane Courier of Thursday, 16th January recorded the event as follows:- 
 

Fatal Accident 
 An accident of a very melancholy nature took place in the Queen’s Park yesterday.  It is customary to 
fire a vice-regal salute of seventeen guns on the Governor’s arrival at the Parliament House for the opening 
ceremony, and the people in the building yesterday wondered that the usual number had been curtailed to five.  
No idea of the true and shocking cause of the irregularity was at all likely to suggest itself to anyone. The fourth 
discharge had brought swift death to two of the men serving the gun.  It appears that three guns were being 
used, and No 1 gun was being loaded for the first discharge of the second round when the fatal occurrence took 
place that has rendered two families fatherless.  It must be explained to those entirely unacquainted with 
gunnery, that the charge of powder is enclosed in a flannel bag, some fragments of which in a state of ignition 
are frequently left behind in the gun.  To guard against the danger of the succeeding charge being exploded by 
these smouldering fragments, a treble precaution is adopted.  A rammer with sponge fitting tight to the barrel is 
rammed home, turned twice round in the breech, the vent being meanwhile closed by one of the men serving the 
gun.  This, by the exclusion of the air is tolerably sure to extinguish any fire that might lurk behind, but it is, 
nevertheless, enjoined as a matter of vital importance that the thumb is kept strictly on the vent till the next 
charge has been rammed home.  In the present case, for further safety, the sponges had been dipped in a bucket 
of water; so supposing the vent to have been properly served, and the sponges to have fitted, this lamentable 
accident is most difficult of explanation.  We are informed that the sponges do not fit well, which defect would, 
of course, rob the operation of its effective safety.  In all cases with a muzzle-loading gun, two men, Nos. 2 and 
3, are exposed to a certain risk, but in proper the risk should be confined to mutilation, as no part of the body of 
either men should be in front of the guns except from the arms to the elbow, and a not uncommon artillery 
catastrophe is the blowing off of the arms of those using the rammer through negligent serving of the vent.  In 
this case the slope of the ground in front of the gun rendered it impossible to serve it in orthodox position, and 
the two unfortunate men were standing in front of the gun to ram the charge when the explosion to place that 
lost them their lives.  It was at first supposed that the gun had been fired legitimately, and the next gun (No. 2) 
was also fired before notice was taken of the disappearance of the two men from No. 1.  When the smoke had 
lifted sufficiently, it was found that the poor fellows had been blown down the bank, where they were seen 
lying on the grass some yards in advance of the gun in a horribly mutilated condition.  One of them, Patrick 
Walsh, was quite dead, having been fearfully injured about the face and chest; and the other, Henry Wilkie, 
although still breathing, was shattered in a most awful manner, one arm having been blown off at the shoulder 
into the bushes by the river, and the other shattered up to the elbow, besides fearful injuries about the body.  
Sergeant Croft, who served the vent, had his thumb severely injured.  He is an old soldier, having seen active 
service in various parts of the world, has been sergeant of No. 1 Battery for years, and is most unlikely to have 
acted with any negligence in discharging the important duties devolving on No. 1 man at a gun.  Indeed, half the 
firing party were old service men, and were told off for the positions they were each most accustomed to.  The 
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doctors, who quickly arrived on the scene, recognised at once the powerlessness of their craft in Wilkie’s case, 
and he was conveyed to hospital to die in a few hours.  The unfortunate man was never conscious after the 
accident.  The body of Walsh was placed in a shell and removed.  Pending the enquiry, we offer no conjecture 
as to the cause of this grievous affair, but any faults that may be charged to the guns will surprise us, 
considering they were cast in 1798, and have been 17 years in the colony. 

The most distressing part of this sad affair is that both the deceased men are married, and have families, 
Patrick Walsh, who was in the employ of Anderson and Ryan, leaving a wife and two children.  He was twenty-
seven years of age, and has not been able to make any sort of provision for his family.  Henry Wilkie was 
keeper of the European Boarding-house, Elizabeth-street, was about forty years of age, and leaves a wife and 
seven children.  He was a native of Germany. 

The awful suddenness of the blow that deprives two households of the breadwinner very solemnly 
impressed the public mind, and we hope an active sympathy of a substantial kind may be shown the bereaved 
families.  The Volunteer Act makes a certain provision for the families of men dying on duty.  Clause 37 says:-        
“Any person being a member of the Volunteer force, disabled or wounded on actual military service, or in the 
ordinary discharge of his duty in the force, shall be a entitled to such half-pay or compensation, and the widow 
and family of any such person killed or dying from the effects of actual military service, or from any cause 
arising from the ordinary discharge of his duty, shall be entitled to such compensation or pension as shall 
respectively be provided by the regulations; and all such half-pay, compensations, and pensions shall be 
charged on, and payable out of, the consolidated revenue.” 

This, however, is but a meagre substitute for the loss of the wage-earner, and we trust to see some fund 
started that shall materially supplement the half-pay allowance. 

Both men will be buried to-day with military honors, all the Volunteers attending the funeral parade.  
Wilkie’s funeral leaves the hospital at 2p.m., and both leave the Artillery Drill-yard at 4 p.m. 

---∞∞--- 
 I have copied the above report of the accident/incident as it was written in the paper, it is interesting to 
note the size of the first paragraph in relation to the later ones.  Also the spelling of honour the American way 
(so that is not a misprint). 
 The funerals were held the next day and of course it was avidly reported in the Brisbane Courier of 
Friday, 17th January, which recorded the event as follows:- 
 

The Volunteers’Funeral 
 
 The funeral of gunners Patrick Walsh and Henry Wilkie, accidently killed on duty while engaged in 
firing the Vice-regal salute on the formal opening of Parliament on Wednesday, took place yesterday afternoon. 
It had been officially notified that the funeral would start from the Artillery Drill-shed, George-street, at 4 
o’clock, and previous to that hour most of the shops in Queen and George streets had closed, and the flags of 
the shipping in town had been lowered to half-mast.  At the appointed hour an immense crowd had collected, 
and lined both sides of George-street and queen-street, from George-street to Creek-street.  A few minutes after  
4 o‘clock the hearse, bearing the two coffins, followed by the mourning coaches conveying the near relatives of 
the deceased, started from the Artillery-yard, in George-street, and proceeded via Queen-street to the corner of 
Creek-street, where a gun carriage, drawn by six horses, was in waiting.  The two coffins were transferred from 
the hearse to the gun carriage, covered with Union Jacks, and the helmets and accoutrements of the deceased 
placed on the coffins.  From the Post Office to Creek-street the Volunteers, artillery, engineers, and infantry, 
who paraded over 300 strong, were drawn up on each side of Queen-street.  At twenty minutes past 4 o’ clock 
the funeral procession started, proceeding up Queen-street, via George-street and North Quay, to the general 
cemetery at Toowong, in the following order: - First, the firing party from No. 3 Garrison Battery, of which the 
deceased were members, with arms reversed, followed by the bands of the Artillery Brigade and Rifle Battalion, 
massed and numbering about fifty men.  Then came the gun carriage, bearing the two coffins, with the pall-
bearers, comrades of the deceased, marching three on each side, behind which followed the two mourning 
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coaches, with the widows and families of the deceased.  After these came the troops – rifles, cadets, engineers 
and artillery; the officers of the Volunteer force (all of whom in town being present) bringing up the rear.  A 
long line of carriages, cabs, and omnibuses joined in the procession, following in the rear of the military.  The 
Oddfellows’ Society, of which the deceased gunner Wilkie had been a member, was also represented in the 
procession. As the cortege moved away from Creek-street, the band played the “Dead March in Saul:’ and as 
the procession proceeded up Queen-street, keeping time to the beautiful funeral march, the solemnity of the 
occasion was heightened by the tolling of the bells of St. John’s.  Dense crowds lined the side walks, and every 
window and balcony was filled with onlookers; and as the funeral passed, the men reverently uncovered, and 
the tearful eye of most of the women bore testimony to their emotion.  On reaching the cemetery the funeral 
service was read over gunner Wilkie by the Rev. J. Sutton, and over gunner Walsh by the Rev. Father Capri, at 
the conclusion of which, the coffins having been lowered and the graves partially filled, the regulation three 
volleys were fired over each.  The troops reached town on their return by half-past 7 o’clock, Lieutenant 
Douglas, No. 3 Battery Garrison Artillery, was the orderly officer of the day, and marshalled and had charge of 
the procession.  Major Snelling took the opportunity of preferring a request, which was heartily responded to.  
He stated that the widow and two children of a comrade killed while on duty had been left in indigent 
circumstances, and he asked the men to devote the first pay they received for attendance at drill to help to form 
a fund for their relief. 

---∞∞--- 
 The subsequent Inquest was hastily convened by Philip Pinnock, the Police Magistrate in Brisbane.  The 
Inquiry commenced sitting on Friday, the18th January, and then further sittings were held on Monday and 
Tuesday, the 20th and 21st of January. This part of the story will be in the next issue. 
Try for a couple of old photos 
 

SPOT THE GUN – No 4 

There was only one answer to this puzzle, therefore the consensus is that this is the last Spot the Gun. 

 

What is this gun? 
Where is the gun situated? Fort Scratchley 
What is the gun’s history? 



7 
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FLHA PAGE 

The Fort Lytton Subcommittee of the Royal Australian Artillery Association (Qld) was formed by the 
original Guides in 1989.  The Fort Lytton Historical Association Incorporated was formed in 1992? by members 
of this Association, and it was an easy transition from one entity to the other.  A Constitution was decided upon 
and was given approval by The Office of Fair Trading on 12th April 1999. 
 
 
Patron: Colonel Commandant Queensland – Colonel Stephen Goltz,  (Retired) 
President: Mr. Maurrie MaGuire, OAM – Phone-0407 151 786 margaretandmaurrie@bigpond.com  
Vice President & Curator: Mr. Ian Wheeler Phone- 0402 311 340  zuluwheeler79@gmail.com  
Honorary Secretary: Mr. Harry Lynas Phone - 0428 334 012  fortlytton2@gamail.com  
Honorary Treasurer: Mr. Peter Gore – 0408 073 944  flhaguides@gmail.com  
Assistant Secretary: Mr. Adrian Scott 
Assistant Treasurer: Mr. Graham Kluver 
Webmaster: Mr. Mike McLean 
Committee Member: Mr. Graham McLeod 
Editor of The Custodian: Mr. Harry Lynas  Ph. 0428 334 012 harrylynas0@gmail.com  
 
Postal Address: 
PO Box 293, WYNNUM, QLD 4178  
Email Address: 
flhaguides@gmail.com 
Web Site:                                        
http://www.fortlytton.net.au 
 
Membership: New Members are most WELCOME and the best part is that Membership of our Association 
is free.  If you want to become a Guide you will be outfitted with a uniform and receive training.  If you do not 
want to be a Guide there are a variety of other tasks that you could help with.   
 
Newsletter - The Custodian: The Newsletter is free as long as we have your email address.  If you require a 
hard copy there may be a small charge for postage.  Any articles for inclusion are most welcome, the Issues are 
now timed for the change of seasons.  Articles should be sent direct to the Editor on fortlytton2@gmail.com  
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