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Volume 1, Issue 10 Winter 2017 

FORT LYTTON HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION 

Welcome to the Tenth Edition of “The Custodian”.   
It is now eight months since I lost my wife, Nanette (Nan) and it’s only now I feel like continuing my editorial 
work – so here it is. 
The continuation of the article on the Fort’s 24 Pounder culminates in the reporting of the Inquiry and also my 
opinion of the findings of the Police Magistrate.  Our President’s Report is its usual informative article.  There 
is also an interesting article on the Russian Navy and their excursions into Australian waters. I have included a 
Letters to the Editor segment as I received quite a few emails in response to Issue No 9.  If anyone out there has 
an article they have written that is relevant to the Fort or Colonial Queensland Defence Forces I am sure that I 
could find space for it in the next few Issues.  Don’t forget to have a look every now and then at our Website as 
it is continually updated. 
 

Harry Lynas (Editor) 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 

Our Annual General Meeting was held on Sunday 25th September 2016 and was well attended.  I was very 
proud to accept the nomination as President again, marking twenty years in the position.  The members who are 
holding the other positions were also voted back in, and a full list can be found later in this issue.  
The later months of the year were well attended and when we opened for Brisbane Open House on Saturday 
and Sunday 8th and 9th October there were 1546 people who came to look at the Fort and the Quarantine Station 
Buildings.  Unfortunately we also lost Nanette Lynas just prior to this weekend so it put a little bit of a 
dampener on the proceedings.  
We have been pretty busy from the beginning of 2017 with our usual clean-up of the buildings, Guns and other 
memorabilia.  The Gun and Cannon Firing Event on 2nd April was attended by 375 adults and 138 children.  
We are slowly acquiring younger members to our Association in particular Jordan Zeller who has really bonded 
well with Mike and they can talk about computers and predictors till the cows come home.  Bree-Anna Preston 
was involved in cleaning the guns, helping Lee Deighton with the Karcher Pressure Blaster going full bore all 
day.  

Ubique 
Maurrie McGuire, OAM 

 
 

24 POUNDER CARRON CANON 

PART THREE 
 
(This third part includes the newspaper articles of the Inquiry and also my opinion of the findings of the Police 
Magistrate.  The Brisbane Courier and their journalists were very thorough in their articles. 
24 Pounder Carron Cannon, Registered No. 57972, became an infamous part of Queensland’s colonial past on 
15th January 1879.  The cannon was one of a three Gun Battery that was formed to fire the Artillery Salute for 
the Opening of the 8th Queensland Parliamentary Session on that day.  The Gun Battery was formed up in the 
original Queen’s Park, Brisbane.  This park extended from Parliament House down Alice Street to Edward 
Street and is now part of the Botanical Gardens.  The Battery was just inside the gate at the corner of Alice and 
Edward Street – a stand of pines running along the river’s edge now marks that spot (one of the original 
cannons was restored and emplaced in this position in November 2015).  These cannons were mainly used for 
ceremonial purposes and therefore seldom fired.  It was important that the guns be checked before firing to 
ensure the bores were clean, the vent clear and the gun and carriage intact.  This was because they were 
accessible by the general public and small children when not in use.  This 24 Pounder is now on display at Fort 
Lytton, between the two Museums in the Fort area. Ed.) 
 
The Brisbane Courier of Monday, 20th January recorded the event as follows:- 

The Artillery Accident 
Magisterial Enquiry 

An enquiry touching the death of gunners Patrick Walsh and Henry Wilkie, of No. 3 Garrison Battery, Q.V.A., 
accidently killed at the saluting battery, Queen’s Park, on the 15th January, while firing the vice-regal salute on 
the opening of Parliament, was opened by Mr. P. Pinnock, police-magistrate, on Saturday.  Lieutenant-Colonel 
McDonnell and Majors Drury and Moore were present during the enquiry and assisting the police-magistrate by 
suggesting questions of a more or less technical nature to be asked the witnesses. 
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The following evidence will be more readily understood by the subjoined explanation as to the position and 
duties of the detachment told off to No. 1 gun and serving it at the time of the accident.  Sergeant Craft, “No, 1,” 
commanded and superintended the boring and fixing of the fuse, and also performed the duty of No. 5 by 
attending to the vent and firing; his position was in the rear of the gun—to the left of the breech while serving 
the vent; gunner Walsh, “No. 2,” was placed to the right of the muzzle of the gun, his duty being to search, 
sponge, and ram home; gunner Wilkie, “No. 3,” whose place was to the left of the muzzle, performed the duty 
of loading, uncapping the fuse in the bore, and to assist No. 2 to ram home; gunner Daniel Devlin, “No. 4,” was 
stationed on the same side of the gun as No. 2, his duty being to supply the latter with the sponge after damping 
it, and with the rammer; gunner Bernard Lowry, “No. 6,” stationed on the same side of the gun as No. 3, 
supplied the latter with cartridges. 
The following evidence was adduced :---E.R. Drury, major commanding the Q.V. Artillery brigade, deposed 
that prior to the 15th January he issued a brigade-order for the customary salute to be fired that day at the 
opening of Parliament, and detailed No. 3 battery Garrison Artillery for that duty; he visited the saluting battery 
shortly before noon, and before the salute was fired, on the 15th January, and there saw Captain Bernard, who 
was in command of No. 3 battery, and who reported that he had twenty-two men present; Captain Bernard also 
reported that the men had been drilling for some time previous to his (Major Drury’s) arrival, and further, that 
everything was in order; witness having instructed Captain Bernard not to allow a shorter interval than fifteen 
seconds to elapse between the discharge from each gun, then left the battery, and about six minutes afterwards 
the first round of the salute was fired; finding the salute was not continued, he returned to the battery, and 
learned of the accident, and immediately went in quest of surgical assistance; he had not personally examined 
the guns at the saluting battery, and the only alteration he made from the printed instructions relative to firing 
salutes was in extending the time between the firing of each gun to a period of not less than fifteen seconds.  
Major Drury stated that the military enquiry as to the cause of the accident was only deferred until the 
conclusion of the investigation by the civil authorities, and added that he courted the fullest enquiry. 
Frederick Robinson Bernard, captain commanding No. 3 Battery, Garrison Artillery, Queensland Volunteers, 
deposed :-- The battery, under my command, in accordance with a brigade order, assembled at the battery in 
Queen’s Park, shortly after 11 o’clock on the 15th January; the men fell in, and I did not tell them off in the 
usual way; I selected them for their different positions; eighteen men fell in at first, and some others fell in 
afterwards; I marched the men to the guns, and posted them under cover; I then gave instructions that No. 5 of 
each gun should not perform the usual duty of serving the vent, but that each No. 1 who was in charge of the 
gun was to do it; my reason for so doing was that No. 1 at each gun was an experienced man; No. 1, Sergeant 
Craft, in charge of No. 1 gun, was an old soldier who had seen service, and had received his discharge from the 
army; he had also been several years sergeant in No. 1 battery and had taken part in firing salutes from the 
saluting battery during the time he was in the force; No. 1 of No. 2 gun, Sergeant Adams, who had been several 
years a petty officer in the Royal Navy; he was a first-class artilleryman, and also had frequently fired salutes; 
No. 1 of No. 3 gun, Sergeant-Major Sankey, is a discharged sergeant-major of the 12th Regiment (foot), and had 
also been garrison sergeant-major at the Cape of Good Hope; previous to commencing to fire the salute I put the 
men through a practice drill as if they were firing; each gun was searched, and the vent tried and the gun 
elevated; I saw that a bucket of water was placed at each gun, and that the sponges were dipped and saturated; 
previous to loading with blank cartridge, I cautioned the men to take plenty of time, and not to hurry, at the 
same time remarking that it were better to be three or four seconds late then to have an accident; I saw the guns 
loaded; the first round was fired, and before it was time for No. 1 gun to fire a second time it went off; I was 
standing behind in line with the gun at the time; I heard someone say, “There is someone hurt,”and looking I 
saw that Sergeant Craft’s right hand thumb was bleeding; thinking Craft only had his thumb cut, the salute was 
proceeded with; No. 2 gun was fired off a second time; I then learned from one of the men that two men had 
been blown away by No. 1 gun; I looked and saw that No. 3 and No. 2 were missing from No. 1 gun, and then 
gave the order to cease firing, and for no man to leave his place; I also ordered the charge to be drawn from  
No. 3 gun, which was loaded; as I was giving these orders I saw the men who had been blown away lying each 
side and about five or six yards in front of the gun; gunner Walsh (No. 2) was blown to the right front and 
gunner Wilkie to the left front of the muzzle of the gun; I then gave orders to the sergeant-major (Sankey), and 
he told off men to fetch sheets and to attend to the injured men, and placed sentries at the gates.  The witness 
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having stated what had been done with reference to procuring immediate surgical aid, and as to the removal of 
the injured men, &c., further deposed, in answer to questions suggested by Major Moore: I think the smoke 
from the guns would not prevent No. 1 (Sergeant Craft), who was serving the vent, from seeing Nos. 2 and 3, 
who were serving the gun – I think he could see them; there was very little wind at the time, but what there was 
blew across the gun to the left; all the non-commissioned officers and men were steady as any old soldiers; I 
consider that the men Nos. 2 and 3, who were blown away, were fully competent to do what they were told off 
to perform; gunner Walsh had before acted as No. 2 of the gun in firing a salute; I consider I was right in giving 
the order to Sergeant Craft to take the duty of No. 5 to serve the vent; I had seen men frequently do it; it was an 
additional precaution; I have seen three men fire a salute, the proper number under the regulations is nine, but 
that is more for shot practice; I had six men to each gun besides those attending to the ammunition.  The witness 
further made a statement that in his opinion, judging from the unusual extra recoil of the gun, the accident 
occurred from defective sponging; the extra recoil was caused by the cartridge exploding before it was rammed 
home, and that the defect in sponging was caused by deceased gunner Walsh, and that he was of the further 
opinion that the vent was properly served, as he (witness) was standing within a foot of Sergeant Craft, “No. 1,” 
at the time of the accident. 
Colin McLennan, surgical instrument maker, Edward-street, deposed; I produce casts of the interior of gun No. 
57972 in the battery, Queen’s Park, which were taken by me by direction of Lieutenant-Colonel McDonnell.  
[The casts produced were four longitudinal sections, each about 20in. in length, showing the state of the surface 
of the bore from the vent towards the muzzle, and the fifth was a transverse section showing the breech.]  The 
casts show that the gun is not honey-combed; the bore is rough with rust; I have frequently taken casts of the 
interior of steam engine cylinders for the purpose of discovering their defects, and from the knowledge I have 
acquired in taking such casts I consider gun No. 57972 perfectly serviceable; I have acquired sufficient 
knowledge to speak confidently as to the presence or absence of defects. 
Sergeant-major John Sankey, No. 3 Battery Garrison Artillery, formerly Sergeant-major 1st battalion 12th 
Regiment of Foot, corroborated the evidence of Captain Bernard as to the placing of the men, searching and 
elevating the guns, &c.; he was in command of No. 3 gun; Nos. 1 and 2 guns had fired in succession at an 
interval of about 15 seconds, and while witness was waiting for the command to fire, he heard the charge in 
No.1 explode; he looked towards the gun to see what was the matter, but the smoke hanging over it prevented 
his seeing what had occurred; he heard Sergeant Craft request someone to move the gun off his foot, which he 
said was under the truck, and that he was held prisoner; witness then received the command, and fired No. 3 
gun, and while the gun was being loaded, he heard that the men at No. 1 gun had been injured, and received 
orders to withdraw the charge from his gun.  He corroborated the evidence of Captain Bernard as to placing 
sentries at the gates, telling off men to get sheets and attend to the injured gunners, and despatching messengers 
for surgical assistance; and further deposed that, while on drill and afterwards, the men were perfectly steady 
and subject to command, and that all men on duty that day were fully competent to perform the duties for which 
they were told off; some of them had fired in previous salutes; he was certain gunner Wilkie had, and believed 
gunner Walsh had also; at the time the salute was being fired there was very little wind, but what there was 
came across the river so as to blow the smoke back over the guns; after a gun was fired he did not think that the 
smoke would prevent No. 1 at each gun from seeing whether Nos. 2 and 3 were sponging or loading; but the 
smoke drifted in the direction of Nos. 1 and 2 guns, and he could not say anyhow it affected No. 1 at these guns; 
he (witness) had been put through a field gun drill several years ago when in the regular service. 
Sergeant Robert William Craft, No. 3 Battery, Queensland Volunteer Artillery, deposed; On Wednesday, 
January 15, I was on duty at the saluting battery, Queen’s Park, where I arrived about a quarter past 11 o’clock 
in the morning; I found the men standing in the rear of the guns, and received orders from Captain Bernard, who 
was in command of the battery, to take charge of No. 1 gun; the captain then gave the word of command “Tell 
off,” and the detachment for each gun was numbered off according to the regulations;  the next order was to 
“Take post on the guns,”  the order was obeyed, upon which Captain Bernard ordered me to take the place of 
No. 5, as he thought it would be more safe to do so; I did so; the next order was “Elevate, clear the vent, search 
the gun;” I attended to the stool bed; the men, Nos. 4 and 5, lifted up the breech of the gun; at this time No. 2 
was searching the gun; as soon as that was done I asked No. 2 if he had searched the gun correctly; he answered 
“Yes, she is all right;” I also asked him, “Is the muzzle in a proper position for you to load?” he replied “Yes;” 
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the next order we got was, “As with blank cartridge load;” we went through the motions of loading, and fired a 
tube in the vent to see if the vent was properly cleared; we got the order, “With blank cartridge load;” we 
loaded, and got the order, “Stand at ease;” we remained standing at ease for some time; during the time we were 
standing at ease, I went to the muzzle of the gun where the men, Nos. 2 and 3 were standing; I cautioned them 
to be very particular both in sponging out and ramming home, and to keep clear of the muzzle, and also to keep 
their eyes on my thumb, and if they saw it off the vent to jump away immediately; they replied, “All right;” 
shortly afterwards, Major Drury arrived at the battery, and we were brought to “attention;” just before the time 
of firing we got the order “ready,” and as soon as we got the signal Captain Bernard gave the word, “No. I gun, 
fire:” I fired the gun, and as soon as I had done so I doubled up to the vent, pricked it, and placed my thumb 
over the vent; at the same time giving the order, “With blank cartridge load;” I could not see whether No. 2 
sponged out the gun correctly: I saw him drawing out the sponge, and enter the ramming head; I next saw them 
in the second position in sponging out; immediately afterwards the charge went off, blowing my thumb off the 
vent, where it had been up to that time; the gun recoiled back, the left hand truck going over and fastening my 
foot I was standing on the left of the gun; I immediately called out, “Come and run the gun up, and look after 
Nos. 2 and 3, they have been blown away from the mouth;” my foot was released and I went toward the muzzle 
of the gun; saw gunner Walsh lying about five or six yards to the right front of the muzzle; I told No. 4 to get 
some water and look after him; I called out to the men, stating what had occurred, and heard some of the men 
saying they would go on with the salute; I had just discovered gunner Wilkie lying in front of the muzzle of No. 
2 gun; I said, “Do not fire that gun, one of my men is lying dead in front of the muzzle;” I believe No. 3 gun 
fired after that; the salute then stopped; I told the men to look after Wilkie; I could see he was breathing rather 
heavily; Sergeant Hinton tied a handkerchief round my wrist, and persuaded me to go to the doctor; the wind 
was light when the salute was being fired, and was blowing almost direct from the front of the gun towards the 
breech, and, on account of the smoke, I could not distinctly see No. 2 sponge the gun; it was clearer when I saw 
them ramming home; I cannot say whether the sponge received the regulation two half-turns in the gun while 
sponging out; I saw No. 4, whose duty it was, put the sponge of my own gun in the bucket of water and properly 
wet it; I cannot say whether the gun was or was not properly searched; as No. 1, it would be part of my duty to 
see it properly searched – to see all numbers do their duty; it was the duty of No. 2 to search the gun; I did not 
hear gunner Walsh say anything while sponging the gun; one round had been fired from my gun, and the charge 
exploded while loading a second time; I would be prepared to serve that gun again; I did not see the gun 
searched because I was attending to the muzzle to put it in the proper position to be sponged; I have served 1st 
Battalion, 12th Foot (produces discharge as corporal); while I was in the regular service I received instruction in 
gun drill; I know nothing of the competency of the men Nos. 2 and 3; they never served on the same gun with 
me before; the top of my thumb was all split when the explosion took place; I attribute the accident to neglect of 
sponging; with No. 1 firing shot and No. 1 firing blank cartridge the duty is the same; if No. 1 was not acting as 
No. 5 he would have more opportunity of seeing that all the numbers were doing their duty; by acting as No. 5, 
to serve the vent, as well as No. 1, my duties were more responsible than if acting as No. 1 only; by doing the 
duty of No. 5 I had not the opportunity of doing my duty as No. 1; my duty as No. 1 was to stand at the 
windward side of the gun, clear of the smoke as much as possible, to see what direction the shot would go, if 
firing shot, which would enable me to better see the position of my men; I have fired salutes at the saluting 
battery, with the same guns, with a detachment of four men to each gun; we had six at No. 1 gun on the 
occasion of the accident. 
Gunner Daniel Devlin, who was serving as No. 4 at No. 1 gun at the time of the accident, deposed that he was 
present when the gun was elevated, searched, and sponged, but that he did not see the gun sponged, as after 
handling the sponge to No. 2 after the first round from the gun, he turned away to bring the rammer; he saw 
gunner Walsh, No. 2 search the gun; he saw Sergeant Craft after the first round was fired, serve the vent; when 
he returned to his position with the rammer, about one second and a half after handing No. 2 the sponge, the 
sponge had been withdrawn after sponging the gun.  The witness further deposed to having dipped the sponge 
in the bucket and damped it in accordance with his duty. 
Gunner Bernard Lowry, who was serving as No. 6 with No. 1 gun at the time of the accident, deposed that 
immediately after one round had been fired out of the gun he turned a got a second cartridge and took it up to 
No. 3, and that when he got up to No. 3 with the cartridge No. 2 had the sponge in the gun, and was in the act of 
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withdrawing it; he could not say whether the gun had been properly sponged or not; the cartridge he handed to 
No. 3 was in proper order; he observed nothing wrong with it; he saw the cartridge placed in the muzzle of the 
gun; he then turned to his position at the magazine, preparatory to picking up another cartridge, and before he 
got there the cartridge in the gun exploded; gunner Walsh (No. 2) appeared when witness saw him to be using 
the sponge in the ordinary manner; he observed Sergeant Craft serving the vent. 
Sergeant-major John E. Hilton, drill instructor to the Metropolitan Battery, holding the rank of staff-sergeant, 
deposed: On the day of the accident I arrived at the saluting battery about twenty minutes to 12 o’clock; the 
guns were then loaded and the detachment standing at ease; I asked Sergeant-major Sankey if he had some good 
Nos. 2 on the guns; he replied “ Yes;” I saw Sergeant Craft holding the lanyard in his hand, and I asked him if 
he were going to act as No. 5 as well as No. 1; he replied “Yes, I prefer it:” on the signal being given at 
Government House for the salute to commence, Captain Bernard ordered No. 1 gun to fire, and after an interval 
of fifteen seconds gave word for No. 2 gun to fire; I was about to correct No. 5 at No. 2 gun for not drifting the 
vent when No. 1 at the same gun performed the duty; at that moment an explosion took place; I was standing 
between Nos. 1 and 2 guns with my back to No. 1; I turned and saw Sergeant Craft holding his thumb and heard 
that a man had been blown from the muzzle of the gun; [here the witness gave corroborative evidence as to the 
position in which the injured men were found;] it would take, I think, five or six seconds to sponge a gun out 
properly; from the time when No. 4 hands No. 2 the sponge until he returns it is about three seconds, or three 
and a half at the most, after getting the rammer; I look at the three sponges produced; one is a trifle smaller than 
the other two, but it is far from being worn out; all these sponges are serviceable; it is necessary that the guns at 
the saluting battery should be well searched; I have examined the casts produced of the bore of the gun; in my 
opinion the gun is perfectly clean inside; I have been drilling No.3 Garrison Battery for five or six months; I 
knew deceased gunners Walsh and Wilkie; they were, in my opinion, competent to perform the duties of Nos. 2 
and 3, for saluting purposes. 
This concluded the evidence given. 
The enquiry will be resumed at half-past 2 o’clock to-day. 

----------------------------------- 
 
The Brisbane Courier of Tuesday, 21st January recorded the event as follows:- 
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 In Memoriam. 

GUNNERS PATRICK WALSH AND HENRY WILKIE, of No. 3 Garrison Battery, Queens- 
land Volunteer Artillery, who were accidentally killed on duty, on the 15th January, 1879. 
 

It was not the boom of a foeman's gun, 
Nor of ours in wrath replying, 

Yet the sound that broke through the flame and smoke 
Was the knell of brave men dying. 

 
O sudden and swift as the lightning's flash-- 

The Death Angel's message found them! 
They fell where they stood, as good gunners should, 

At their posts, with comrades round them. 
 

On duty they died, what more need be said- 
Whene'er we retell the story? 

They fell not in fight, yet well earned the right 
To the soldier's crown of glory! 

 
We bade them farewell when the volleys pealed, 

Whilst sadly their graves surrounding; 
May God find each soul on the muster roll, 

When the final trump is sounding! 
Q. V. A. 
Brisbane, January 19, 1879 
 
(What a stirring poem – really was something to write about.  The following paragraphs are witness statements 
given on Monday 20th January.  So bear with me there is more to follow!! Ed.) 
 

The Artillery Accident 
Magisterial Enquiry 

The enquiry touching the death of gunners Patrick Walsh and Henry Wilkie, of No. 3 Garrison Battery, Q V.A., 
accidentally killed at the saluting battery, Queen's Park, on the 15th January, while firing the vice-regal salute, 
opened by Mr. P. Pinnock, police-magistrate, on Saturday, was resumed yesterday. 
Richard Albert Moore, staff officer in the Queensland Volunteer Brigade, stated that he also held the 
appointment of instructor of artillery to the Tipperary Artillery Militia; was in attendance upon the Governor at 
the Parliamentary Buildings on the day of the accident, and consequently not down at the battery; had attended 
nearly all the previous salutes fired by No. 3 Garrison Battery, and had been in command; the last salute at 
which he commanded was that fired on the occasion of the day set apart for mourning for the Princess Alice; 
No. 3 Battery supplied the detachments that manned the three guns then used; on that occasion took the 
precaution to place in positions of Nos. 1 and 2 at each gun men who were best acquainted with their duty; 
considered that the men he had under command that morning behaved in a steady, soldier-like manner, and 
were fully competent to fire a salute; believed the greater part of the men were the same as those who manned 
the guns on the day of the accident; considered Sergeant Craft fully understands his duty as No. 1; had seen him 
on previous occasions in that capacity; the gun at which the accident occurred was fired eleven or twelve times 
on the morning of the day set apart for mourning for the Princess Alice; it was quite serviceable, both for 
saluting and for shot and shell practice had seen the casts made of that gun; they indicated no " honeycombing" 
in the gun; had also looked at the gun with a reflector, and did not believe it was in the least "honeycombed;" 
did not consider the accident was due to any defect in the gun, although the vent was slightly enlarged; that fact 
might necessitate greater care in serving the vent, but the enlargement was so small that it would make but little 
difference; supposing the wind to have been blowing from the muzzle towards the breech, he did not see how 
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No. 1 could have placed himself in a better position for observing all the details of loading, even if he had not 
been put to serve the vent; in the new drill, a leather plug was placed in the vent, but it was considered less 
dangerous to use the thumb, especially for Volunteers, as the plugs were very apt to get out of order; in many of 
the militia regiments at home, the thumb was still used; while the cartridge was being rammed home, the lifting 
of the thumb from the vent would cause a current of air to enter the gun and fan any spark that might have been 
left after the sponging, thus causing an accident; had this been the case the injury would probably have extended 
to the greater part of No. l's hand, and probably to the wrist also; this would only have occurred in case the 
whole hand had been lifted from the gun; considered the sponge quite serviceable; judging from the evidence 
given, witness believed the accident resulted from improper sponging; it appeared that only three seconds had 
been devoted to this work on the occasion, and witness did not believe it could be properly done in less than six; 
produced a silk cloth cartridge case similar to that used on the occasion of the accident; these were considered 
less liable to leave sparks in the gun than those of serge formerly used; the cartridge produced was one extracted 
from one of the other guns used on the occasion of the accident. 
Arthur Edward Douglas, acting adjutant in the Queensland Volunteer Artillery, stated that he had served in the 
Carbineers; was on duty on the morning of the 15th at the saluting battery, Queen's Park; it was part of his duty 
to see that proper arrangements were made for firing the salute; previous to firing the salute all the guns were 
properly searched, fired through the vent, and snapped; to the best of witness' belief all the men forming the 
detachment on duty were well up to their work, having been similarly engaged on previous occasions; No. 1 
gun fired at the given signal, and in fifteen seconds No. 2 followed; about two or three seconds after this No. 1 
again fired, and on witness asking the reason he was told an accident had occurred; saw Sergeant Craft with a 
handkerchief round his hand, covered with blood ; the captain of the battery asked if he should go on with the 
salute, witness said "Yes," and at once proceeded to report the accident to Major Drury; returned to the battery; 
[witness then described the position in which the two men were lying;] the deceased had both been on duty on 
December 22, firing a salute; as adjutant of  the brigade, produced list of men present at the firing of the salute; 
believed the deceased men had not previously filled the same positions in firing any salute, although they were 
quite competent; had been present at similar accidents on two occasions--one was in the Crimea, in the trenches, 
and the other in front of Delhi--and on both occasions it occurred from insufficient care in sponging; considered 
that Walsh was in his right position, but Wilkie too much over the gun. 
John McGuire, stone cutter, who had served in the New South Wales Volunteer Artillery and New South Wales 
Permanent Artillery, stated that he had examined the gun at which the accident occurred; considered it quite 
serviceable in all respects; looked particularly at the vent, and did not notice that it was at all enlarged; the 
sponges were all quite serviceable. 
Edward Richard Connor, lieutenant in the Royal Navy, stated that he had qualified under gunnery instructors, 
and passed examinations as every gun number, with smooth-bore guns, on board ship; the duties of the sponger 
were definitely that the sponge should be forced hard home to the end of the bore, and two round turns then 
given, the sponge then to be drawn out hand over hand, during which time No. 1, in the navy, served the vent; 
gun’s crews considered that, in the event of this being properly done, no fire could possibly remain in the 
chamber of the gun, and after seeing thousands of rounds fired, never saw but one accident of this description; 
that was attributed solely to the neglect of the sponger; should say it would take about 6 sec. to sponge out a gun 
properly; the sponges were quite serviceable; had examined the casts of the gun at which the accident took 
place; the casts produced were very well made indeed; the gun was certainly not honeycombed; 15 sec. was a 
very fair interval to allow between each gun--rather over the average; the guns were quite serviceable, and be 
would have no hesitation in firing them with any gunner. 
At this stage the enquiry was adjourned until the following (this) day, at 2 p.m.  

-------------------------------------------- 
  
(Now we have the last episode – the last witnesses and the Magistrates findings. Ed.) 
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The Artillery Accident 
Magisterial Enquiry 

The enquiry touching the death of gunners Patrick Walsh and Henry Wilkie, of No. 3 Garrison Battery, Q.V.A., 
accidentally killed at the saluting battery, Queen's Park; on the 15th January, while firing the vice-regal salute, 
was resumed yesterday afternoon, and brought to a close. The following is a summary of the additional 
evidence given :- 
Charles W. Adams, sergeant in No. 3 Garrison Battery Q.V.A., stated that on the day of the accident he was on 
duty at the Queen's Park, and acted as No. 1 of No. 2 gun in firing the salute. He gave evidence as to his 
observations of the accident.  In addition to corroborating evidence previously given, he said the cartridge 
appeared to be about half-way home when the explosion occurred; the two men were not standing in their 
proper positions; Wilkie was quite competent to perform the duties of No. 3; observed that the sponging was 
done very quickly witness had served in the Royal Navy nearly three years, and went through a regular course 
of instruction in gunnery practice. 
Dr. Hobbs stated that, on January 15, between 2 and 3 o’clock in the afternoon, he visited the morgue and 
examined the body of gunner Walsh; on the chest, more particularly over the region of the heart, there was a 
large discoloration evidently produced by gunpowder; all the fingers of the right hand had been shot away, and 
of the left hand two middle fingers had been torn off; with the exception of a slight discoloration of the face, 
there were no other marks about the body; the chest was slightly flattened; death was evidently occasioned by 
the concussion produced by the explosion of gunpowder; saw the dead body of gunner Wilkie at the hospital; 
both arms bad been shot off; Dr. Thomson had previously made a post-mortem examination, and witness 
considered it unnecessary to do anything further. 
Robert Henry Scott, trumpeter for No. 3 Garrison Battery, was on duty at the saluting battery, on 
Wednesday, the 15th instant; was standing about two places to the left of Sergeant Craft just before the accident 
occurred; saw the deceased gunners ramming the cartridge; did not see them sponging out; the charge appeared 
to be little more than half-way in when the explosion occurred; Sergeant Craft called witness' attention to the 
state of his hand, and asked witness to get a handspike and raise the gun carriage, which was on his foot; saw 
Sergeant Craft place his thumb on the vent as soon as the first round was fired; saw it there immediately before 
the explosion took place; there was very little wind  it was blowing across the gun from right to left; the smoke 
was hanging over Wilkie’s side of the gun; it was quite possible Sergeant Craft might not have been able to see 
Wilkie. 
Sergeant-major Sankey (recalled); The sponges produced were those used in firing the salute on the day of the 
accident; in telling off the detachment that morning, gunner Walsh being No. 2 of No. 1 gun, objected to being 
replaced by another gunner whom witness desired to place in his stead; Walsh said he felt himself to be as good 
a No. 2 as any man in the detachment; he was allowed to retain the position; the man witness intended to put in 
Walsh's place was one whom he knew; No. 2 was considered by the men to be a post of honor at the gun; 
considered Walsh quite competent. 
Dr. Thomson stated that on January 15 he was summoned from the Legislative Council Chambers by 
Lieutenant Stanley, who told him of the accident; witness drove down to a yard at the foot of Edward-street, 
where Wilkie was lying on a stretcher on a back verandah; found Drs. O'Doherty and Purcell in attendance; he 
was removed to the hospital, where he arrived at about 1 o'clock; he survived, in an unconscious state, until a 
little after 4 the same day; witness examined the body and found the left arm torn off close to the shoulder joint; 
the right arm was almost torn asunder close to the wrist ; the right eye was destroyed, and the face much burnt; 
the whole of the front of the body was blackened and burnt by the gunpowder; there were four or five lacerated 
wounds in front of the chest, which were evidently caused by splinters of wood, several of which witness 
removed; there was a perforating wound at the abdomen; externally it was about 1in. or 1½ in. long, but 
internally much smaller; the lower extremities were not injured; after death witness made an examination of the 
body, and discovered that four of the ribs on the left side were broken; the liver ruptured in two places; and a 
fold of the intestine was much torn opposite the abdominal wound; death was caused by the explosion of 
gunpowder; examined Sergeant Craft on the following day; the fleshy part of the last joint of the thumb was 
split open to the bone, and the nail torn across in two directions; one side of the thumb was burnt, evidently with 
gunpowder; there was no other portion of the hand injured. 
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Major Moore (recalled) stated that since his first examination he had timed the sponging of one of the guns, and 
could now say that from five and a half to seven seconds was absolutely necessary to do the work properly. 
This closed the enquiry. 
The police-magistrate said he had looked the evidence over very carefully, and from what he could see there 
was no blame in connection with the accident attributable to anyone now living. 

---------------------------------------------- 
(So there you are – I think that this finding was the politically correct one.  I wonder if anyone has a copy of the 
Military Enquiry/Inquiry and what the findings were.  I would like to think that both Sergeant Craft and 
Captain Bernard would have a least a “good dressing down” if nothing else.  Anybody have anything else to 
add? Ed.) 
 

A RUSSIAN WARSHIP VISITS BRISBANE - 1888  
By D.W. Spethman, OAM 

 
HIRMS “Nayezdnik” A sloop (clipper) of the “Kreiser Class (8 Ships).”  (Nayezdnik translates to The Jockey.)     
From 1807 to 1888, twenty-two Russian warships had visited Australian waters a total of twenty-six times.  
Theses visits were mainly to Sydney, Melbourne and Hobart, but never to Brisbane.  This was to change in 
December 1888 with the visit of the Sloop “Nayezdnik”. 
The “Nayezdnik” was completed at the New Admiralty wharf in Saint Petersburg in September 1887, and 
served in the Pacific on three deployments:- 1880-1881, 1883-1884 and 1887-1879.  In October 1888 she was 
detached from the Pacific Squadron for her return to the Baltic.  She was a screw ship of 1,719 hp, with a 
displacement of 1,499 tons, length of 69.2 metres and was armed with three 152 mm guns and 10 smaller guns.  
Her crew consisted of 17 officers and 178 lower ranks, under the command of Captain 2nd Rank Serguey Zarin. 
This visit to Australian Waters took place during her return to the Baltic.  The route to be taken was coordinated 
by the Commander of the Pacific Squadron V.P. Schmidt and the Naval Ministry in Saint Petersburg, and was 
to be sailed from Nagasaki, via Sydney, the Cape of Montevideo and the Azores Islands. 
 
 

 
HIRMS “Nayezdnik” 
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Captain Zarin decided to call at Brisbane as well “(I) visited Brisbane” – he wrote in his report to the Naval 
Ministry on the 27th December 1888 – “because of an interest to it as a new quickly developing city, decided as 
useful to show the Russian Flag.”  Zarin, unlike most other Russian Captains, never left a detailed description, 
either of Brisbane or any other ports, in which “Nayezdnik” called into.  This captain did not like to write 
reports at all, and his reports on the navigation of “Nayezdnik” were extremely dry and short.  Later on this 
brevity caused the dissatisfaction of the Russian Navy Commander and Navy Minister, General-Admiral Grand 
Duke Alexy Alexandrovich (a brother of Tsar Alexander III), and Zarin was reprimanded. 
Before her call into Brisbane, she visited Thursday Island, where she stayed for two days and took on coal.  
Then she slowly sailed southwards along the eastern coast of Australia, frequently stopping for the task of 
taking hydrological measurements, apart from the task of familiarization with seaports poorly known by 
Russian seamen.  The clipper was to work out a navigation chart of the eastern shore of the fifth continent.  On 
the 26th of November, 1888 (8th December) the ship crossed the traverse of Cooktown and from the 28th to 30th 
November (8th to 10th December) she stayed at Townsville, here she took on coal again. 
On the 4th December (16th Dec.) 188, she arrived in Brisbane for a stay of four days.  The clipper was open for 
visitors, the officers of the ship, as one of the local papers wrote, “were exclusively polite and hospitable.”  The 
public were entertained on the deck with Cognac and smoked sausages.  On the 6th December (18th Dec) the 
captain arranged a breakfast on board for the Administration representatives of Brisbane and its beau monde.  In 
reply, the Minister of Justice, A.J. Thynne, MLC, who was present at the breakfast, invited the Russian guests 
on a country trip.  A special train was allocated for it, and on the 7th December (19th Dec) the Captain with a 
group of officers headed inland.  The trip lasted until the 8th December (20th Dec), during the trip the Russians 
had visited the towns of Toowoomba and Warwick. 
The press of Queensland wrote about the visit of the Russian seamen in detail.  All publications were kept in a 
tone amicable to them, although the “Evening Observer” newspaper wrote the following.  “Some Brisbane 
people consider the Russians should not have been left in the know as to what the country is like in Australia.” 
No doubt the paper reflected the real attitude of some people of Queensland.  Upon returning from Toowoomba 
and Warwick S.A. Zarin paid the Premier of Queensland, B.D. Morehead, a visit and then thanked the Colonial 
Authorities for their hearty attitude towards the clipper’s crew.  Indeed the officers of the “Nayezdnik” were so 
deeply touched by the warm welcome that Zarin even pointed it out in his laconic report to the Naval Ministry. 
The visit was marred by the desertion of a 2nd Rank E. Kuznetson who had not returned from leave and stayed 
ashore.  These things had been happening very often during stays of the Russian Ships (indeed from most 
warships including those of the Royal Navy) when in Australian ports.  Zarin himself melancholically advised 
in his report, having added that he counted it necessary to inform the Police in Brisbane and the Russian Consul 
in Sydney about this matter. 
On the 8th of December (20th Dec), 1888 the citizens of Brisbane farewelled the “Nayezdnik”.  The farewell 
ceremony and level of its conduct went far beyond a common protocol and was characterized by an emphasized 
sympathy to the Russians.  A delegation led by A.J. Thynne came onboard, and said good bye and wished her a 
happy way.  During the passing of “Nayezdnik” by the gunboats “Gayundah” and “Paluma”  they both dipped 
their ensigns in salute in the true naval tradition.  The same was done by the Russian clipper.  From Brisbane 
“Nayezdnik” sailed to Sydney, arriving there on the 14th December (20th Dec), where she stayed until 27th 
December (8th January 1889), when she began her long cruise across the Pacific and the Atlantic, on her voyage 
home. 
 
Notes:  

• “Nayezdnik” was at Thursday Island from 21st – 24th November 1888 (3rd – 6th Dec) 
• Dates in body of text are in the Julian (Orthodox Style), dates in brackets are in the Gregorian (Modern 

Style) 
 
References: - “Russian Ships in the Pacific” by Alexander Massov, 1988 
  “To occupy a Fool’s Paradise” by D.W. Spethman, OAM September 2007 
  “Brisbane Courier” 20th December 1888 
  “Evening Observer” 21st December 1888 



12 
  

‘A’BATTERY REPORT 
By Brigade Sergeant Major D.W. Spethman, OAM 

 
2016 was pretty busy down at the Fort.  In May we had the Firing Day for the National Trust Heritage Trails 
Festival, and we all got a good soaking.  Then of course History Alive 2016 was next on the Calendar and it was 
probably the biggest audience that has ever turned up. The second day was a pretty miserable day, but it did not 
keep people away.  July 24th was the next Firing Day and we fired a salute in honour of Henry Ford’s Birthday, 
the Model A & T Ford Club were the organisers and there was quite a turn up of old Fords.  The Glasshouse 
Mountain Chapter of the Ulysses Motorcycle Club also arrived with all their motorcycles and it was well 
attended by the general public as well. 
The firing continued on Sunday, 7th August with our normal bimonthly firing, then Saturday and Sunday, 8th 
and 9th October was the first time the Fort had been involved in Brisbane Open House and of course, we were 
involved in our three normal firings on both days.  It was stated that 1,546 people attended over the two days.  
The year culminated with our normal bimonthly firing on 4th December. 
We commenced our firing on 5th February and again on 2nd April 2017.  The day was fine, but because of the 
floods, BSM Bob Chatburn of the Brisbane Garrison Battery was flooded in and could not attend.  A crew led 
by Battery Staff Sergeant Lee Deighton attended the Ipswich Jets NAB Defence Force Appreciation Day in 
March, alongside Armoured Vehicles and other military re-enactors. 
  

LETTERS & EMAILS to the EDITORS (Ancient & Modern) 
 

The Late Fatal Artillery Accident 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE BRISBANE COURIER 

 SIR –Will you allow me to suggest to the Government, and to the Commandant of the Volunteer 
Brigade, the absolute necessity for discontinuing the use of all the old guns in the Queen’s Park and elsewhere 
in the Colony? 
 Whether the cause of the accident has arisen from a defect in the gun produced by old age and corrosion 
in the interior of the antiquated weapon or otherwise, it is plainly the duty of the authorities to “spike” all the 
guns. 
 It would be an easy matter to take a couple of field-pieces to the Queen’s Park, or to the Government 
Domain, on saluting days, and fire the necessary salute from one of those places, without much risk to the lives 
or limbs of the Volunteers or spectators.  Such a course would also add very materially to the efficiency of the 
men in the use of the field-pieces, besides adding to the “military” display of fête days. —Yours. &c. 
January 18     ___________________ 
      “OBSERVER” 
 
 Sir, -Instead of sticking up that ugly old gun to pile on the agony, I beg to suggest that a fund be raised 
and invested for the widows and families of the unfortunate gunners. I hope you will give this your early 
consideration 
Enclosed please find cheque -Yours, &c. 

“OLD COLONIST.” 
South Brisbane, January 20 

[We have much pleasure in receiving from "Old Colonist” a cheque for £2 and trust that it is only the first of 
many that we shall have to acknowledge for the same good object -ED. B.C.] 
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First modern one that I received is from Toni Dugdale of the Lytton Caltex Refinery 
 

Great job Harry 
  
Toni Dugdale 
Community Relations & Communications  
‘Your Voice’ Diversity & Inclusion Lytton refinery Representative 2016 
Please note that I work Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday  
CALTEX REFINERIES (QLD) PTY LTD 
    

  
 
Second came from the RAAHC at North Head, 
 
Hello Harry, 
We've just had your excellent newsletter passed on to us by our Chairman, Tim Ford. 
I don't know if you're aware of our project of getting the RAAHC Library online. As part of this, we are 
getting our cataloguing on line, and digitising as much of our collection is practical. 
We would like to catalogue your newsletter as part of this effort. We would also propose putting the text 
of each newsletter into our database so that all issues are fully searchable. We can do this without making 
the text visible directly, nor making the PDF documents accessible from our site. 
Accordingly, we would appreciate it if you would place us on the distribution list for The Custodian for 
future issues. 
To get an idea of what we're doing, you can directly view our catalogue via the following link: 
www.cutlerresearchcentre.com 
Eventually, this information will be fully integrated into the RAAHC's main website, artilleryhistory.org. 
As you may have noticed from the link above, we have recently refocussed the library on a research 
function, rather than just a custodian of materials.  At the same time, the library's name was changed to 
the Sir Roden Cutler VC Artillery Research Centre (Cutler Research Centre for short!) to reflect this 
renewed focus. 
We look forward to working with you. We are also happy to assist you in any way we can. 
 
Peter Hartup 
For the Librarian 
Cutler Research Centre 
Royal Australian Artillery Historical Company 
North Fort, North Head, 
Manly, New South Wales 
Open 10am-4pm Wednesday and Thursday 
Telephone (02) 9976 3501 
raahclibrary@gmail.com 
 
The RAAHC is a Not-for-Profit organisation that relies on donations to keep operating. Donations are 
tax deductable. 
Should you be satisfied with the information provided a donation can be made via the ‘Donate’ button at 
the bottom of our website page: 
artilleryhistory.org 
I hope we have provided what you need. 
(the reply of course gave them permission) 
 
 

https://caltexau.sharepoint.com/sites/Discover/DiversityInclusion/SitePages/Your%20Voice%20Employee%20Reference%20Group.aspx
http://www.cutlerresearchcentre.com/
http://artilleryhistory.org/
mailto:raahclibrary@gmail.com
http://artilleryhistory.org/
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Third came from Peter Bruce (also from the RAAHC) 
 
G’day Harry 
  
Thanks for the latest edition. With your permission I would like to include your Vale for Don Morrison on the 
RAAHC Web site. I will of course, acknowledge its origins. 
  
Best wishes 
  
Peter Bruce 
 (the reply of course gave permission) 
 
 
Fourth was from Arthur Burke - 105 Bty Assn Newsletter Editor 

Dear Harry 

Congratulations on a most interesting issue of The Custodian.  I read it from cover to cover and thoroughly enjoyed 
the articles.  As an editor/publisher myself, I know just how much time and effort goes into each edition and you have 
my admiration. 

Page 5 was an article on the visit by my 105th Battery for its annual photo last year.  I would dearly love to reproduce 
the Official photograph and the Tight Squeeze images in my current drafting of Tiger Rag and also use the article as 
the basis for one in my magazine.  The Custodian and yourself will be duly credited, as will author Ian Wheeler.  May I 
please: 

1. have your permission for the above reproduction, and 
2. would you please send me digital copies of the two cited images if you consent to their reproduction. 

Ubique 

Arthur 
************************************************************************* 
ARTHUR BURKE OAM     arthurburke@bigpond.com 
Tiger Rag Editor and Publisher 
105th Battery RAA Association Inc 
************************************************************************* 
(The reply was of course in the affirmative and the requested photographs were sent) 
 

 
 

  

mailto:arthurburke@bigpond.com
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FLHA MATTERS 

The Fort Lytton Historical Association Incorporated was formed in 1992 by members of the Fort Lytton Guides 
Subcommittee of the Royal Australian Artillery Association (Qld).  Members of this Association were the Fort 
Lytton Volunteer Guides and it was an easy transition from one entity to the other.  A Constitution was decided 
upon and was given approval by The Office of Fair Trading in March 1994. 
 
Patron: Colonel Commandant Queensland –  Waiting for Confirmation of new Appointment 
President: Dr Mike McLean, Phone – 0412 572 326 m.mclean@fortlytton.org.au  
Vice President & Curator: Mr. Ian Wheeler, Phone - 0402 311 340  zuluwheeler79@gmail.com  
Immediate Past President: Mr Maurice McGuire, OAM, Phone – 0407 151 786  
Honorary Secretary: Mr. Harry Lynas Phone - 0428 334 012  fortlytton2@gmail.com  
Honorary Treasurer: Mr. Peter Gore Phone 0408 073 944 flhaguides@gmail.com  
Assistant Secretary: Mr. Adrian Scott 
Assistant Treasurer: Mr. Graham Kluver 
Web Manager: Dr. Mike McLean 
Social Member: Miss Donna Jones 
Editor of The Custodian: Mr. Harry Lynas - Ph. 0428 334 012 
 
Postal Address: 
PO Box 293, WYNNUM, QLD 4178  
Email Address: 
info@fortlytton.org.au  or 
fortlytton2@gmail.com or  
flhaguides@gmail.com  
Web Site: 
http://www.fortlytton.org.au 
 
Membership: New Members are most WELCOME and the best part is that Membership of our Association 
is only $5.00 to keep you as a fully financial member until July 2020.  If you want to become a Guide you will 
be outfitted with a uniform, receive training and if retired you may be eligible for Travel Allowance to and from 
the Fort.  If you do not want to be a Guide there are a variety of other tasks that you could help with.   
 
New Members:  Since the last publication we welcome Craig Morgan and Mel Hodkinson and Rick Tiainen. 
Craig and Mel have recently turned up on Firing Days with their fully restored Ferret Scout Car, and Rick has 
already started working with painting being one of his first jobs.  Younger members joining recently have been 
Jordan Zeller, Bree-Anna Preston and Tegan Carter. 
 
Newsletter - The Custodian: The Newsletter is free as long as we have your email address.  If you require a 
hard copy there may be a small charge for postage.  Any articles for inclusion are most welcome, the Issues are 
not timed for any particular period, they are usually produced when time permits.  Articles for inclusion should 
be sent direct to the Editor on fortlytton2@gmail.com   Articles can be in either Word or a PDF file and 
photographs as a Jpeg file please. 
 
© Fort Lytton Historical Association 2017 
All rights reserved.  Without limiting the rights under copyright reserved above, no part of this publication may be 
reproduced, stored in or introduced into a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means (electronic, 
mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise) without the prior permission of the publishers of this Newsletter. 
Evidently this Copyright still gives automatic permission to quote text from any article but if you want to use a complete 
article you have to obtain permission.  All Artillery Associations and affiliated associations are hereby given permission 
to use any article that they want or indeed send the complete Newsletter on to their members. 

 

mailto:m.mclean@fortlytton.org.au
mailto:zuluwheeler79@gmail.com
mailto:fortlytton2@gmail.com
mailto:flhaguides@gmail.com
mailto:info@fortlytton.org.au
mailto:fortlytton2@gmail.com
mailto:flhaguides@gmail.com
http://www.fortlytton.org.au/
mailto:fortlytton2@gmail.com
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