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The Custodian
Special Edition, Winter/Spring 2017 

Volume 1, Issue 11 

FORT LYTTON HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION 

Welcome to the Eleventh Edition of “The Custodian”.   

Maurrie McGuire, President of our Association stood down at an Extra Ordinary Meeting on Sunday 17th April 

2017 after 20 years of continuous service and Mike McLean was elected to the vacant President’s position.  Bio 

of our new President is included in this Special Edition of The Custodian. 

Don’t forget to have a look every now and then at our Website as it is continually updated. 

Harry Lynas (Editor) 

FORT LYTTON HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION INCORPORATED DIRECTORY 

President: Dr. Mike McLean PO Box 293  WYNNUM QLD 4178 

Hon Secretary: Mr. Harry Lynas Or contact us at our email addresses: 

Hon Treasurer: Mr. Peter Gore flhaguides@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor: Mr. Harry Lynas info@fortlytton.org.au  

fortlytton2@gmail.com Web Site: http://www.fortlytton.org.au 

COMING EVENTS 

64 Pounder and 6 Pounder Cannon Firings –  

Saturday & Sunday 7th & 8th October (Brisbane Open House) 

Sunday 3rd December 2017 
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PRESIDENT’S BIO 

Dr. Mike McLean 

Mike was awarded a B.Sc. with First Class Honours in Engineering by The City University London, an M.Sc. 

with Distinction in Computer Science by the University of London Institute of Computer Science, and a Ph.D. 

in Computer Science by the University of Queensland. 

While in London he served in the Royal Engineers Sub-Unit of the University of London Officers Training 

Corps, Territorial Army. 

His M.Sc. thesis subject involved developing software for the first European node of the ARPANET. ARPA 

was the Advanced Research Projects Agency of the US Dept of Defence. 20 years later, the ARPANET was 

“civilianised” and called the Internet. 

While working on his M.Sc. he was recruited by the University of Queensland to help develop the first 

computer science degree programme in Australia. Then in 1971, he was granted the extreme honour of giving 

the first lectures of the very first course. For four years he continuously pioneered new subjects, handing his 

previous lecture notes to newly recruited lecturers. Thus he progressed through first, second, third and honours 

years. Over his first seven years at UQ he undertook research in Computer-Aided Design (CAD) which resulted 

in the grant of his Ph.D. 

In the early 1970s he joined Queensland’s Civil Defence organisation as a volunteer. By late 1974 he was an 

Information Officer in the Queensland State HQ of the newly created State Emergency Service. He designed an 

evacuee tracking system that he deployed during the Darwin evacuation (Cyclone Tracy). Within three days he 

was tracking 8000 evacuees who had come via Brisbane. The Red Cross then adopted his system for 

deployment Australia-wide. 

When his Ph.D. was completed, he left UQ to set up his own business (Palette Systems) to develop his own 

CAD system. Within two years his company was the leading CAD supplier in Australia, and by the time he sold 

it in 1987, it held 27% market share, against 30 foreign competitors. 

Meanwhile, in 1982 he had moved to the US and founded Palette Systems Inc. His product was the first “open” 

CAD system on the US market, and was particularly attractive to the defence industry. He soon signed a 

contract with US Government and became a defence contractor. This was at the height of the cold war, and the 

defence industry had many unique problems. It not only had to keep designing powerful new weapons, but it 

also had to develop, manufacture and deploy them at unprecedented speed. Mike’s system delivered technical 

information to the people on the shop floor, and collected critical data for quality assurance and quality control 

purposes.  

Within a few years Mike had developed a completely new product specifically for the unique needs of defence 

manufacturing. The new product wasn’t a simple “app” that could be installed and used immediately. Each 

installation involved massive amounts of customisation and extension, most of this work being performed by 

large IT firms working under the supervision of a small team of Mike’s engineers. Palette Systems grew to over 

80 employees, well over half of whom were graduate engineers. As well as running his company, he was 

regularly involved in customer consulting, typically interacting with a vice-president of quality assurance or a 

vice president of manufacturing in organisations such as Northrop. Occasionally, he also had to interact with 

Dept of Defence program managers who operated from the Pentagon, and who, for the larger programs, were 

usually generals. Palette Systems was involved in countless major defence programs, including: the nuclear 

submarines, the MX inter-continental ballistic missile, the B2 Stealth bomber, and the Patriot missile, as well as 

NASA’s Space Shuttle. 

Highlights of Mike’s time in the US include when he was a keynote speaker at a defence technology conference 

in Washington and was introduced to the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and two occasions when 

Pentagon generals visited his office to discuss their programs.

While living in the US, he acquired an interest in 19th century coastal fortifications. He travelled extensively, 

visiting coastal forts in places such as the US, Canada, Bermuda and the UK. He joined Fort Lytton Historical 
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Association in 2014. In addition to guiding, which he loves, Mike has undertaken numerous other projects. One 

of these projects resulted in him writing the Wikipedia article “Gas-Checks in British RML Heavy Guns”. Gas-

checks were the forerunners of driving bands, and bridged the technology gap between traditional RML guns, 

such as Fort Lytton’s 64pdrs, and breech loaders, such as the Fort’s disappearing guns. Fort Lytton’s 80pdrs are 

gas-check guns. 

In 2016 Mike led the project to enter Fort Lytton Historic Military Precinct and the Lytton Quarantine Station 

into Brisbane Open House. This was the first time four of the Quarantine Buildings had ever been open to the 

public. The event attracted 1500 visitors over two days. 

One of Mike’s current projects is the restoration of Fort Lytton Historical Association’s Kerrison Predictor. He 

has so far identified only two other Kerrison Predictors on display in museums: one in the US and one in 

Portugal. The predictor is a Second World War electro-mechanical analogue real-time fire-control computer 

weighing nearly a quarter of a ton and consisting of over a thousand precision parts. Each predictor remotely 

controlled one Bofors 40mm light anti-aircraft gun, keeping the gun continuously in the optimum firing position 

ahead of the target. These predictors were used extensively by Australian forces, both overseas and at home. 

The Kerrison Predictor is not only significant for its role in military history; it is also extremely significant in 

the history of computing, pre-dating the first electronic digital computer by five years. 

Mike is a sailor and has been a volunteer on the 100-foot tall ship “South Passage” for sixteen years, six years 

as a Watch Leader and ten years as the Training Officer. He has also been active in a variety of clubs and 

associations including Toastmasters and Probus, and he has a passion for solitary bush walking. 

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

Our 2016 Annual General Meeting was held on Sunday 25th September 2016 and was well attended.  I was very 

proud to accept the nomination as President again, marking twenty years in the position.  The members who are 

holding the other positions were also voted back in, and a full list can be found later in this issue.  

The later months of the year were well attended and when we opened for Brisbane Open House on Saturday 

and Sunday 8th and 9th October there were 1546 people who came to look at the Fort and the Quarantine Station 

Buildings.  Unfortunately we also lost Nanette Lynas just prior to this weekend so it put a little bit of a 

dampener on the proceedings, however her husband, Harry, fired the 64 Pounder at the 1 pm firing.  

We have been pretty busy from the beginning of 2017 with our usual clean-up of the buildings, Guns and other 

memorabilia.  The Gun and Cannon Firing Event on 2nd April was attended by 375 adults and 138 children.  

We are slowly acquiring younger members to our Association in particular Jordan Zeller who has really bonded 

well with Mike and they can talk about computers and predictors till the cows come home.  Bree-Anna Preston 

was involved in cleaning the guns and other exhibits, and helping Lee Deighton keep the Karcher Pressure 

Blaster going full bore all day.  

I have decided to step down from my position as President owing to the advent of the information technology 

age impinging on our Association now and also the tyranny of age.  I am delighted to be the first Immediate 

Past President to assume this position. 

Ubique 

Maurrie McGuire, OAM 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

The last few months have been very busy. The Association was proud to support Queensland Military History 

Society with a submission to the Queensland Government for QMHS to relocate the Queensland Memorial 

Military Museum to Fort Lytton. Negotiations are continuing. A number of major improvements have occurred 

at the park including resurfacing the entrance road, new sewerage and water pipes, a new surface-water 

drainage system and a new electricity system for the fort itself, restoration of the fort entrance gates and sides 

walls, and waterproofing of both casemates and the engine room. The Association received an ANZAC 

Commemorative Grant to purchase a 32 inch kiosk and develop the story of 10 heroes who served at Fort 
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Lytton and went on to become ANZAC generals, including three who became Chief of Army. This year 

Queensland Living History Federation has agreed to partner with the Association to deliver an even bigger 

offering at our Brisbane Open House event. Work continues on the Kerrison Predictor. A replica tripod has 

been made, replacement control wheels have been cast and original telescopes and oil servo-motors have been 

sourced.  

Mike McLean 

President 

QUEENSLAND GOVERNMENT SHIP “BONITO” (1887) 
By David W. Spethman, OAM (April 2017) 

In the mid-1880’s, the Queensland Government ordered five hopper barges for the Department of Harbours and 

Rivers, from the Yard of Walker’s in Maryborough. During construction, these were to be modified for Naval 

service, and were reinforced forward for the mounting of a gun. All were completed between 1887 and 1888 

and were named “Bonito,” “Bream,” “Stingaree,” “Pumba,” and “Dolphin.” As the Department allocated them 

as required to various coastal ports, they would be available in locations other than Brisbane for the training of 

the Naval Brigade. 

One of the first barges to be armed, the “Bonito,” was in use, as an auxiliary, in the July 1887 camp at Lytton, 

when training was carried out with both arms of the Defence Force. In the training exercise, the “Gayundah,” 

“Stingaree” and “Bonito” formed a hostile squadron which attempted to force passage up the Brisbane River, 

past Fort Lytton. 

When the action ceased, the gun aboard the “Bonito” was still loaded and served by Gunners Creedon and 

Shaw, of Maryborough. When ordered to unload, Thomas Creedon, as the number one Gunner, unlocked the 

breech and freed the interrupted screw. At this point the blank charge exploded, blowing out the breech block, 

which fell overboard and injured both Gunners, but not fatally. 

The resulting inquiry found that: 

1. A safety spring, which was part of the firing mechanism, fell out after the previous round was fired; and

2. The firing primer was not removed prior to unloading.

However, neither of these occurrences was the cause of the accident.  It was put down to the charge having been 

ignited by a smouldering residue remaining from the previous round. Thus, the bogey of inadequate sponging 

once again was to strike. The breech block was recovered and reassembled with the missing spring, and five full 

charges with shells were successfully fired.1

In his report to Parliament of 1888, the Military Commandant describes a typical evolution with the Queensland 

Military Defence Force: 

“On Friday 30th March 1888, a night attack from the sea was made by the Senior Naval Officer, who had under 

his command the “Gayundah,” “Otter,” “Mosquito” and the hopper barges “Stingaree” and “Bonito,” one of the 

latter being left with the Defence. The special point which I wished to test was the effect of the new Electric 

Lighting plant. This worked very successfully, a strong light being thrown on the vessels nearly two miles off, 

and at a distance of a mile from the Fort the “Gayundah’s” white paint was so conspicuous that the guns could 

be readily laid on her as by day; the field guns on the hill over a mile and a half away were also laid on her, the 

“Otter” being painted black was not by any means so conspicuous a mark. Captain Wright informed me that the 

dazzling effect of the light (towards which he had to come end on for nearly two miles) was so great that he had 

to steam quite slow, and had the greatest difficulty in picking up the buoys.”2 

Specifications of Q.G.S. “BONITO” (Auxiliary Gunboat) 

Name: “Bonito”    Type: Auxiliary Gunboat 

(Dept. of Harbours & Rivers. Steam-propelled Hopper Barge) 

Others in class  Force: Q.M.D.F. 

Names: “Bream” – scuttled as Tangalooma Wreck, August 1963 

“Dolphin” - scuttled as Tangalooma Wreck, August 1963 
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“Pumba” – rebuilt as “Enterprise” (Pioneer Cement) 1958, scuttled in 1980s 

“Stingaree” - scuttled as Tangalooma Wreck, December 1967 

Completed: 1887 

Built by: Walker’s Brothers, Maryborough Qld 

Tonnage: 450 tons 

Dimensions:  145’ x 28’ x 9’ 

Engine Power: 400 hp 

Speed:   10 knots 

Guns:   one 5in., 2 ton, Mk.III or Mk.IV on Vavasseur Central Pillar mounting 

Notes:  “Bonito” was hulked at Bishop Island by 1949, scrapped by 1963 

References: 1 Arms in the Service of Queensland 1859-1901. J.S.Robinson 1997 
2 Australian Colonial Navies. Colin Jones 1986 

```````````````````````````````````` 

Model of QGS Bonito by David Spethman, OAM 
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NEW DISPLAY CABINETS 

By Ian Wheeler, Curator 

Since the opening of Fort Lytton National Park it was evident that FLHA were going to be donated items of 

military memorabilia.  Therefore, we needed display cabinets for the proper display of this donated militaria. In 

1992 the University of Queensland had decided that their display cabinets were becoming old and were no 

longer conducive to their displays. Through the old soldier’s network those wooden display cabinets somehow 

arrived at Fort Lytton and were utilised until the middle of 2016, another 24 years.  

Good display cabinets, but they limited the scope and number of articles that could be displayed.  It was decided 

to purchase new glass display cabinets and we applied for a Grant to cover their cost and also a “drinks fridge”.  

We were successful and soon the cabinets and fridge were delivered. 

Now came the interesting part, how to shift the items from the old cabinets to the new without disrupting our 

Museum too much.  This was done by moving the old cabinets out, one at a time, and shifting the new ones into 

their place.  This allowed the items to be sorted and displayed by categories.  The new cabinets have LED 

lighting, allowing for a better presentation, and are mounted on wheels for moving when required.   

I would like to thank the Treasurer, Peter Gore for applying FOR and obtaining the Grant and the rest of the 

Guides who supplied the muscle to shift and remove the old cabinets and move the new ones into their place. 
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“A” BATTERY, QUEENSLAND PERMANENT ARTILLERY (Circa 1896) 

2017 REPORT 

By Battery Sergeant-Major David W. Spethman, OAM 

Our current membership is as follows: “A” Bty, QPA 12 members, can be assisted by Queensland Garrison 

Artillery 8 members. 

In 2017 thus far we have fired 37 x 6 Pdr rounds and 1 x 12 Pdr round, a total of 38 rounds.  HA 2017 second 

day was cancelled due to weather, losing the opportunity of 13 more rounds. 

Activities conducted this year include: 

5th February - Bi-monthly firing at Fort Lytton included 2 guns, with 7 members firing 6 rounds. 

12th March – Military Appreciation Day at Ipswich Jets Football Club included 1 Gun (moved on the Trailer), 

with 7 members firing 4 rounds. 

2nd April - Bi-monthly firing at Fort Lytton included 2 guns, with 7 members firing 6 rounds. 

7th May – Cancelled due to Road Closure into Fort. 

10th June – History Alive 2017 at Fort Lytton included 4 x 6 Pdrs guns and 1 x 12 Pdr Guns, with 9 members 

firing 15 rounds. 

11th June - History Alive 2017 at Fort Lytton cancelled due to weather, 4 members present, 13 rounds not fired. 

18th July – Funeral of Wayne Douglas Lawson at Burpengary, 5 members present, plus 2 x Queensland 

Scottish Regiment, and 1 Australian Light Horse Band supplied the Honour Party.  Wayne was Battery member 

who passed away on 6th July 2017 aged 62 years. 

6th August - Bi-monthly firing at Fort Lytton included 3 guns, with 9 members firing 6 rounds.  A Ceremonial 

Salute was conducted during the 1300 hours firing in Memory of Wayne. 

Upcoming Events: 

7th/8th October for Brisbane Open House, firing at Fort Lytton on both days.   

3rd December - Bi-monthly firing at Fort Lytton at 1100, 1300 and 1400. 

The BSM recently purchased a heavy-duty tarpaulin to protect the trailer from the elements, which was 

overdue.  The tarpaulin was marked at $62.98 at Super Cheap, Bribie Island, however he was able to acquire it 

for $48.78, a saving of $14.20.  At the same time as the tarpaulin was being fitted to the trailer, repairs were 

carried out on the number plate.  The number plate was damaged unloading the gun following the firing at 

Ipswich on 12th March, cost of repair was $3.10. 

I have been finally successful in contacting Sunshine Carriages, Gympie and I was informed that our wheel  

would be completed by the end of September, this will be a spare wheel for the 6 Pdrs. 

WAYNE DOUGLAS LAWSON (1955-2017) ‘A’ BTY, QPA 

Wayne passed away unexpectedly on 6th July.  His funeral service was held at Traditional Funerals 

Crematorium, Burpengary on 18th July.  Following the service five members of ‘A’ Bty, assisted by two 

members of the Qld Scottish Regiment and one member of the Light Horse Band, provided an honour party on 

both sides of the pall bearers as they approached the hearse.  The senior member of each file taking the salute, 

after roses were placed on the coffin, the honour party formed up either side of the hearse and escorted it from 

the Chapel Foyer to the gates of the Crematorium. 

During the Bi-Monthly Firing on 6th August, the 1300 hrs firing was allocated as a Ceremonial Salute to 

Wayne.  Several members of his family were present, and with all flags at Fort Lytton flying at half-mast, his 

Father fired the first round of the salute of four guns, which included the 64 Pdr.  The Last Post was sounded, 

followed by a minute’s silence, during which a lament was played on the bagpipes, and in conclusion the 

playing of Reveille.   This was a fitting tribute to a mate, Wayne will be sadly missed by all Battery members.  
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1812 OVERTURE ON 29TH MARCH 2014 

By Richard Marshall 

In 2014 I took myself to Southbank to witness the RAA band performing a Beat the Retreat, orchestral pieces, 

and then performing the “1812 Overture”, with suitable cannon effect!!! 

 As I was wandering around prior to the arrival of Her Excellency, Governor Penelope Wensley, AC, I 

introduced myself to the Artillery Captain in charge of the Saluting Guns.  I mentioned I was associated with 

“A” Bty, QPA at the Fort. 

I also re-introduced myself to Her Excellency as we had met at the 140th Anniversary of the internment in 

Toowong Cemetery of Governor Wensley Bowen.  “A” Bty, QPA having fired a 17 gun salute on that day. 

The Artillery captain allowed me inside the safety fencing.  After the Beat the Retreat and the Band 

transforming into a concert band, the time arrived for the commencement of the performance of the 1812 

Overture.  I had stupidly forgot to bring a tripod, the Captain suggested I use the sandbags which held the audio 

speakers steady. Lying prostate on the ground, I manually focused the camera onto the four 105mm howitzers.  

Knowing the orchestral piece quite well, I was ready for the gunfire. Camera set to continuous shooting (7 fps). 

After all was finished, Her Excellency and her host, Brigadier G.C.Bilton, CSC, ADC were departing, Her 

Excellency said to me, “I hope you haven’t put your back out”, then turned to the Brigadier and commented, “I 

want these photographs”. 

Another lady whose son was performing asked me what was I doing with the photos, just said for my private 

use. We went through the photos on the camera, me commenting “S**T, delete”.She gave me her address for 

me to send her a DVD afterwards. 

It wasn’t until I got home, that this photo literally exploded from the back off the camera. Was so chuffed. 

I had been in contact with the Brigadier’s ADC, and sent a DVD to 7 Brigade H.Q.  A month later they sent me 

a wonderful book on the history of the Brigade, together with annotation that a DVD had also been sent to Her 

Excellency. 
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FLHA MATTERS 

The Fort Lytton Historical Association Incorporated was formed in 1992 by members of the Fort Lytton 

Guides Subcommittee of the Royal Australian Artillery Association (Qld).  Members of this Association were 

the Fort Lytton Volunteer Guides and it was an easy transition from one entity to the other.  A Constitution was 

decided upon and was given approval by The Office of Fair Trading in March 1994. 

Patron: Colonel Vern Mullins, RFD, ED, (Retired) 

President: Dr. Mike McLean, Phone – 0412 572 326 m.mclean@fortlytton.org.au  

Vice President & Curator: Mr. Ian Wheeler, Phone - 0402 311 340  zuluwheeler79@gmail.com 

Immediate Past President: Mr Maurice McGuire, OAM, Phone – 0407 151 786  

Honorary Secretary: Mr. Harry Lynas Phone - 0428 334 012  fortlytton2@gmail.com  

Honorary Treasurer: Mr. Peter Gore Phone 0408 073 944 flhaguides@gmail.com  

Assistant Secretary: Mr. Adrian Scott 

Assistant Treasurer: Mr. Graham Kluver 

Web Manager: Mr. Mike McLean 

Social Member: Miss Donna Jones 

Editor of The Custodian: Mr. Harry Lynas - Ph. 0428 334 012 

Postal Address: 

PO Box 293, WYNNUM, QLD 4178 

Email Address: 

info@fortlytton.org.au  or 

fortlytton2@gmail.com or  

flhaguides@gmail.com  

Web Site: 

http://www.fortlytton.org.au 

Membership: New Members are most WELCOME and the best part is that Membership of our Association 

is only $5.00 to keep you as a fully financial member until July 2020.  If you want to become a Guide you will 

be outfitted with a uniform, receive training and if retired you will be eligible for Travel Allowance to and from 

the Fort.  If you do not want to be a Guide there are a variety of other tasks that you could help with.   

New Members:  Since the last publication we welcome Phillip Maizey Jo-Ellen Hynard and Marilyn McLean 

Newsletter - The Custodian: The Newsletter is free as long as we have your email address.  If you require a 

hard copy there may be a small charge for postage.  Any articles for inclusion are most welcome, the Issues are 

not timed for any particular period, they are usually produced when I have the time.  Articles for inclusion 

should be sent direct to the Editor on fortlytton2@gmail.com   Articles can be in either Word or a PDF file and 

photographs as a Jpeg file please. 

© Fort Lytton Historical Association 2017 

All rights reserved.  Without limiting the rights under copyright reserved above, no part of this publication may 

be reproduced, stored in or introduced into a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means 

(electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise) without the prior permission of the publishers of 

this Newsletter. 

(Evidently this Copyright still gives automatic permission to quote text from any article but if you want to use a 

complete article you have to obtain permission.  All Artillery Associations and affiliated associations are hereby 

given permission to use any article that they want or indeed send the complete Newsletter on to their members.) 
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Fort Lytton Historical Association gratefully acknowledges the assistance of the 

Lytton Caltex Refinery for their ongoing support and sponsorship. 


